
Gospel: John 14:1-14 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 

also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you 

know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 

has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 

Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

 

 

v. 1 – How hard is it for you to ‘not let your hearts be troubled’? 

            What are some of the resources we have to help calm our troubled hearts? 

v. 2 – How do you picture the ‘Father’s house’?   

           If you were to design your ideal house – what would it look like?  Would this house be    

 more about its appearance – or the people who are there? The things you would be 

 doing? 

v. 3 – Even though Jesus countlessly reassures his disciples they continue to ask questions and 

 even question Jesus’ words (see v. 8). If you were to choose just one thing from Jesus’ 

 life to cling to and know for certain – what would it be?  

v. 5 – How can we know the way?  How do pandemics – wars and rumors of wars distract 

 us from knowing the way?  Where does Jesus’ say our focus should be?  

 If you would choose either Thomas or Philip who would you more likely identify 

 with?  Thomas who feels confused – or Philip who wants proof so ‘we will be 

 satisfied? 

v. 8-9 What has been Philips role in this Gospel?  John 1:43-46; 6:5-7; 12:20-22; and 14:8-9 



 Deixo  --- Greek word which implies  human need.  - I want to see it now – think of 

 Willie Wonka – golden goose – perhaps his words  reflect Ex. 33:18-20 – deixo – an 

 imperative of human need.   

v. 9 is a reproach – the whole life of Jesus has been a window in which to see the Father – to 

 know Jesus is to know the Father – This verse is the very essence) of John’s whole gospel 

 – John often uses the language of sight in his Gospel to designate those who get it and 

 those who don’t.   20:24-29 – John’s whole gospel is a commentary of 1:1 

v. 10-11  verb menein means ‘ dwell in’ same as in 14:20, 17:21 – sense of openness to do 

 God’s bidding – Philips question misses the point Jesus has repeatedly made in John – his 

 words  and acts are not his own but his Father’s  – 12:44  

v. 10 moves from just words to works – actions speak louder than words don’t they – day of 

 Pentecost – as a church we can tell others we are all about God’s love for them or we can 

 show them – what holds more impact?  Too many think the church is hypocritical today – 

 why?  We often don’t walk the talk.   

v. 11 if you don’t believe in words than believe in deeds. 

v. 12-14  These verses state the results of the life of faith – what are they?   

 1. Privilege of doing greater works.  

 What are these?  All acts which express God’s redemptive concern for all humans – 

 greater works are spread of the Gospel to all nations – which far exceeded Jesus’ 

 ministry. 

 2.  Our prayers are heard (v. 13) – 15:7, 16   16:23, 24, 26    I John 3:21-22    5:15-15 

 Do we ask for things in Jesus’ name or our name when we pray?  To ask in one’s name 

 brings power but also responsibility. 

 

v. 14 comes as a shock – why?  Jesus will do it – we expect Jesus to say God will do it – Jesus 

 is saying He will do it even when he returns to the Father – Jesus intercedes for us – no 

 need for saints here --  

 

How can we do things greater than Jesus?    

  1. Because Christ has revealed all things to us 

  2. Because the Spirit will be given to empower us 20:21-22 

 

How does this happen?  Because Jesus goes to the Father! – it is necessary.  



Background and more in depth study -  

 Today’s lesson is part of John’s narrative of the Last Supper (13:1-17:26) and, within that 

 large (and largely unique) narrative block, the exchange between Thomas, Philip and 

 Jesus forms part of the so-called “Farewell Discourses” that make up much of the Last 

 Supper narrative. 

 

Misc:  

• An important dimension of the believer's love relationship with Jesus is the inseparability 

 of one's love of Jesus and the keeping of his commandments (Gail R. O'Day, The Gospel 

 of John [Nashville: Abingdon, 1995], 746). 

• It is perhaps because John's gospel stands the most removed in time from the actual 

 earthly life and death of Jesus that John, of all the evangelists, has the most to say about 

 the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who sustains the Christian community in Christ's absence. 

 The Greek word for the Advocate, parakletos, can mean "the one who exhorts," "the one 

 who comforts," "the one who helps" and "the one who makes appeals on one's behalf." 

 The Advocate ensures that the revelation of God in Christ does not end with Jesus' death 

 and return to God. 

• Little is known about Philip the apostle (or any of the other apostles, for that matter). His 

 name appears in fifth position in all the lists of the twelve apostles of Jesus (e.g., Mark 

 3:16-19; Matthew 10:2-4; Luke 6:14-16), and he is introduced early in John’s gospel 

 (1:43-46). He is said to be from Bethsaida, the city of “Andrew and Peter” (Jesus’ first 

 two disciples, according to John 1:35-42). The note that three of Jesus’ first disciples 

 were from Bethsaida may indicate the receptivity to his message in the northern region of 

 Galilee, as distinct from the southern religious center of Jerusalem. Whether the Philip 

 who appears in the book of Acts is the same as the apostle and evangelist is impossible to 

 determine, although much of early church tradition identified them. 

 

 

 


