Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church
419 Bossardsville Road
Stroudsburg, PA
Celebrating the 15th Sunday after Pentecost
A Service of Word & Sacrament

9/18/2022

Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Thank you for joining with us in
worship in whatever manner you can. This service is also available
anytime on Facebook or our website along with a bulletin at
www.christhamilton.org. Please share in the responses, sing the hymns,
and pray the prayers. Call us and connect with us whenever you need.
Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! Life is difficult
enough and shouldn’t be when you come to church. Regardless of how
you got here, we are glad you did. If you don’t know your neighbor please
welcome them. We welcome those of all ages, color, sexual orientation,
political preference, and those vaccinated and non-vaccinated.
Today’s service: As we are invited today to consider what it means to
be managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to
recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself
human, . . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity
of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we
have everything we need.
Altar Flowers are given by John & Kathleen Field in celebration of
their anniversary in August.
PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

GREETING
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Hymn of Praise

Glory to God

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Minister: Let us pray. . . . God among us, we gather in the name of
your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths.
Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

F IRST READING
AMOS 8:4-7
th
Reader: A reading from the 8 chapter of Amos.
4

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor
of the land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may
sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice
deceit with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for
a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never
forget any of their deeds.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Sung responsively.
PSALM

Psalm 113

Cantor: Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the Lord;
praise the name | of the Lord.
All: Let the name of the | Lord be blessed,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
Cantor: From the rising of the sun to its | going down
let the name of the | Lord be praised.
All: The Lord is high a- | bove all nations;
God’s glory a- | bove the heavens.
Cantor: Who is like the | Lord our God,
who sits en- | throned on high,
All: But stoops | to behold
the heavens | and the earth?

Cantor: The Lord takes up the weak out | of the dust
and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
All: Enthroning them | with the rulers,
with the rulers | of the people.

Cantor: The Lord makes the woman of a | childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah
SECOND READING
1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7
nd
Reader: A reading from the 2 chapter of First Timothy.
1

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,

and thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in
high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and dignity.
3

This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who

desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God
and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human,
6

who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right

time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the
truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
Luke 16:1-13
th
Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 16 chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a

manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him,
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and
I am ashamed to beg.
4

I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager,

people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you
owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said
to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred

containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it
eighty.’
8

And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had

acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell
you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that
when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
10

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and

whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then
you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth.”
Minister: The Gospel of the Lord.
Sermon

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

H YMN

T AKE MY LIFE THAT I M AY B E

APOSTLE’S CREED
Minister: Let us confess our faith together.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers
Assisting Minister: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together
into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s good creation.
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany
those preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten
preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good
news with the world. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of
your creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources,
and guide those who work to develop sustainable practices.
God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom
and compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to
follow the example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of
each person. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe
justice into economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and
hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency
shelters. We especially lift those to you now in need of prayer . . .
God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance.
Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that
we share generously. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us
thankful for the witness of those who have gone before us and bring us
with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Gathered together in one communion with the Holy Spirit, gracious
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
All: Amen.
PEACE
Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
The Peace is shared with one another.
Offering

Offertory

We Are an Offering

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. . . .Gracious God,
All: In your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
Minister: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Minister: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Minister: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
All: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Lord’s Prayer
Minister: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
Communion
We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of
Holy Communion. Those not communing are invited to come
forward for a blessing. For those who would prefer not to have
wine, pre-filled glasses of grape juice are available in the tray.
Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the Pastor.
Please come forward by way of the right hand aisle, fill in along
the railing from right to left and return by way of the left hand
aisle. The hymn is sung as we commune.
Minister: The body of Christ given for you.
Communion Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION BLESSING
Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.
PRAYER
Assisting Minister: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our
hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on
the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
All: Amen
BLESSING
Minister: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
All: Amen.

Dismissal:
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
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Please Remember in Prayer: Gary, Sandy H., Sandy B., Jim H. and
Dumitru. If you, or someone you know has been hospitalized or
needs a pastoral visit please let the office know 570-992-4085.
Happy Birthday! 9/20: George Butts, 9/21: Laura Young 9/22: Craig
Cassidy
Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministry Sunday is October 16, 2022.
Stephen Ministers will be taking part in different aspects of the service.
Stephen Ministry will be starting "prayer at the rail" on October 2 and
thereafter the first Sunday of each month. If you feel that you would like
someone to pray with you, a Stephen Minister will be available after the 9
AM service at the rail at the communion altar.
Harvest Festival Community Meal—On September 25th, from 3-5pm we
will be holding a free community meal and sharing in a few harvest fest
activities! Soup, chili, and bread will be served. The annual cake walk will
be held and this year we will be having a pie baking
contest! Tables and chairs will be set-up inside and
outside under tents. If you would like to donate
soup/chili, bread, a pie for the contest or dessert for
the cake walk please sign-up at coffee hour. If you
would like to volunteer to help with the day’s
events please see Liz Marshall or Sue Butz.

