
 

 Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church 
419 Bossardsville Road 

Stroudsburg, PA  
 

Celebrating the 15th Sunday after Pentecost               9.13. 2020 
A Service of Word & Sacrament    

  

 

Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding  

in  steadfast love 



 

Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Worship is much different 

now. Thank you for joining with us in worship in whatever manner 

you can. If you are at home you can find a print copy of this service 

available on our website at www.christhamilton.org.  Please print a 

copy of this bulletin so you might follow along with the video of our 

service if worshipping at home: share in the responses, sing the 

hymns, and pray the prayers.   

     Know that we are praying for you, our community, nation and 

world as we wander the wilderness this virus has caused us to walk 

together.  Call us and connect with us whenever you need. Office 

hours are Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Visit us on our website: christhamilton.org and check out our 

Facebook page. 

 

 

Today’s service:  In today’s second reading Paul questions why 

we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgment of 

God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that 

we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. 

When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign 

ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 

reconciliation in the world. 

 

PRELUDE                

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME  

    

 
       
  
 
  
    

http://www.christhamilton.org/


 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Minister: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
Minister: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires  

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen 

Minister: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the  

truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Minister: Most merciful God, 

All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free  

ourselves.  

      We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by  

what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not  

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in  

your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

Minister: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to  

die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As 

a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen 

 



 

 

GREETING 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

         and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

 

 



 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn of Praise                 Glory to God 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Minister:  Let us pray. . . . O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the  

inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, 

that we may delight in doing your will, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                                                       GENESIS 50:15-21 

Reader: A reading from the 50th chapter of Genesis.  

     15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What 

if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all 

the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, 

“Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I 

beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 

harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of 

the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then 

his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as 

your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the 

place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 

intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is 

doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 

little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

Sung responsively. 

PSALM                     Psalm 103:8-13 

                                                      

 

 

 

Cantor: Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 

   slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  

All: You will not al- | ways accuse us, 

   nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 

 

Cantor: You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 

   nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 

All: For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 

   so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 

  

Cantor: As far as the east is | from the west, 

   so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 

All: As a father has compassion | for his children, 

           so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord 

 
SECOND READING                                                          ROMANS 14:1-12   
Reader:  A reading from the 14th chapter of Romans. 

 
     1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the 

weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who 

abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 

eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on 

servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 

And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge 

all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 

minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. 



 

Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to 

God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 

thanks to God. 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we 

live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 

whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 

and the living. 

  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why 

do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                     

 

 



 

GOSPEL                                                    Matthew 18:21-35 

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

     21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the 

church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 

seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 

seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 

king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began 

the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 

him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 

together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 

payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released 

him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, 

came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 

and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his 

fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw 

what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had 

mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger 

his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 

debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you 

do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers       

Assisting Minister:  Called into unity with one another and the 

whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

 

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the 

world as we continue to deal with the coronavirus. Protect the most 

vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in 

isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care 

workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at 

great risk. Lord in your mercy. 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 



 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church 

throughout the world; make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith 

through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes 

and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and 

growth. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast 

love. Have compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness 

has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, 

and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter 

grudges. Settle our hearts when we want to settle accounts with 

violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide 

vindication for all who are oppressed. Free victims of human 

trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. 

Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, 

and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. 

Still our tongues when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue 

over opinions. Make this congregation a community of mercy for 

one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

 



 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you 

for those who have showed us faithfulness, for the knees that 

taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to 

praise you. Be with all those we lift to you now . . .  

Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 

whom we pray into your eternal care; and we share in the prayer 

Jesus taught us.  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

If you have not done so and would like to leave an offering please 

do so at this time or as you exit the service in the bins provided.  

 

Offering                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 We Are An Offering  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . . Blessed are you, 

All:   Lord our God, maker of all things.  

         Through your goodness  

you have blessed us with these gifts.  

        With them we offer ourselves to your service  

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all 

that you have made,  

for the sake of him who gave himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 



 

Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Ushers will bring the prepackaged wafer and 

grape juice to you. Please indicate how many will be taking 

communion to the usher and hold out the plate and the usher 

will place the containers on it.  Please open the packet – but do 

not take the wafer or juice until the pastor has indicated in 

order that we might commune together.  

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

   After all have returned to their places.  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from  

heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who 

have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may 

abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the 

power of his endless life, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

BLESSING 

Minister: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you  

now and forever. 

All: Amen. 



 

 

 

Dismissal:  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God.  



 

POSTLUDE                

 

Worship Leaders 

Minister             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb 

Assistant Minister Jeff Gilbert  

Reader:  Jeff Gilbert 

Cantor:  Jeff Gilbert 

Keyboard  Gail Haydt 

Announcements Dan Courtright 

 

Flowers for today’s service are given in memory of Matt Kolb, by 

Debby Kolb. 

 

Thank you!  To Randy Peechatka for donating and planting the 

beautiful mums around our church sign. 

 

Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Bob Conville, Joan 

Gumm, Joseph Polacek, Sandy Haney, Henry McCool and Ruth 

Ann Helriegel.  

 

Tune in to CHULC FM 87.9 to hear the worship service on the 

radio for those of you remaining in your cars during the service.  

Thanks to Ed Jones and Steve Metzgar for the technological 

support that allows us to worship together once again! 

 

Medical Equipment Needs?  If you or someone you know are in 

need of a walker, cane, shower seat etc. please call the church 

office.  We have many gently used items of this nature that can be 

utilized by those in need. 

 

 

 



 

Sunday School Kick-Off event on October 4th following the 9am 

service.  It will be held in the Lighthouse parking lot, parents 

encouraged to attend! 

 

The newly formed Christian Education Committee is working on 

plans for a fun and safe Sunday school year as well as developing a 

plan for our first communion students. 

 

If you are interested in joining the Christian Education Committee 

or helping out with any aspect of Christian Education here at 

CHULC please contact the church office at 570-992-4085. 

 

Confirmation Class is coming!!!! 

 

Christ is so important in our lives and so important in COVID  

times!!!! 

 

Who: All Confirmation Students and Parents…and  

New Confirmation Students and Parents 😊  

 

What:  Confirmation Kick Off Discussion and information about 

Confirmation program and activities! 

 

Where: Light House parking lot...Bring your chairs!  

 

When – The end of September - Date to be announced…soon.. 

Look for a letter in the mail.  😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Community Take-Out Meal!  We will be providing a Take-Out 

meal on September 20th from 4:30-5:30.  Please call the church 

office and give them your name and number of meals you will 

need, all meals will be packaged individually.  On the day of 

pickup just drive through the Lighthouse driveway and we will 

bring your packaged meal to your car. 

 

Stephen Ministry Commissioning!  On September 27th our 

congregation will commission two new Stephen Leaders, Kathy 

Houtz and Theresa Quinn, and five new Stephen Ministers, Ed 

Jones, Maureen Wenck, Deb Huber, Amy Leap and Theresa 

Quinn.  Throughout history, when God has called people to special 

ministry, members of their community have commissioned them 

for the important work they will do.  Now we invite you to help 

carry on that biblical tradition by being a part of commissioning 

those who have responded to God’s call to be part of our 

congregation’s Stephen Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bear Creek Woman’s Retreat! 

 

We are so excited to be able to offer a day event alternative to our 

usual weekend long, over-night Women’s Retreat. This retreat on 

October 3rd will provide the perfect opportunity to enjoy an outing 

in the wonders of fall in a safe environment. We will be offering 

adventurous outdoor activities like boating, nature talks, and 

guided hikes and indoor activities like crafts and time to relax with 

a book. We will have a chaplain at camp leading us in devotions, 

delving deeper into faith.  Check in will be at 9am and the 

activities for the day will last from 9am to 8pm. The event will 

include a delicious lunch and dinner provided by our cook, Joyce. 

Except for times with the chaplain, activities will intentionally 

overlap so participants can “choose their adventure” for the day! 

 

The cost of the event is $45, cost includes two meals and staff led 

programs. 

 

In order to follow the Governor’s guidelines for safe socializing 

and keep all participants as healthy as possible we will take extra 

precautions including a health screening and temperature check 

upon arrival. While doing indoor activities all participants will be 

required to wear a mask and we will be doing as many activities as 

possible outside. 

 

There is already a group of lovely Christ Hamilton ladies signed up 

for this event, you can do son online at: 

https://www.bearcreekcamp.org/womens-retreat.   

 

If you would like more information please contact Ann Super 

adsuper@ptd.net or Bonnie Claycomb  484-824-9637. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bearcreekcamp.org/womens-retreat
mailto:adsuper@ptd.net


 

Altar Flower List for Fall 2020 
 

September 13—Debbie Kolb 

September 20—Joan Eilenberger 

September 27—Marleen Dymond, Denise DeVivo 

 

We will begin ordering from Miller’s Flower Shop in October.  

Flowers are $35, if you haven’t already please make checks out to 

CHULC with “flowers” in the memo line. 

 

October 4—The Boyers 

October 11—The Balas 

October 18—Shirley Frable 

October 25—The Hubers 

 

November 1—The Reeders 

November 8—Kathy Koch 

November 15—John Meyer 

November 22—Lisa Weiss 

Thanksgiving—Debbie Kolb 

 

Advent—For the 4 Sundays of Advent Pastor Steve would like the 

cost of the Altar Flowers to be donated to PATH (Pocono Area 

Transitional Housing).  If you would like to donate to PATH for 

an Advent Sunday, please let the office know and your gift will be 

acknowledged in the bulletin in memory or honor of a loved one. 

 

Advent 1, November 29—Debbie Kolb 

 

Advent 2, December 6—OPEN 

 

Advent 3, December 13—Bruce Everett 

 

Advent 4, December 20—OPEN 

 

Christmas Eve—George Kitchen 

December 27—Marleen Dymond 


