Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church
419 Bossardsville Road
Stroudsburg, PA
Celebrating the 14th Sunday after Pentecost
A Service of Word & Sacrament

9/11/2022

Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Thank you for joining with us in
worship in whatever manner you can. This service is also available
anytime on Facebook or our website along with a bulletin at
www.christhamilton.org. Please share in the responses, sing the hymns,
and pray the prayers. Call us and connect with us whenever you need.
Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! Life is difficult
enough and shouldn’t be when you come to church. Regardless of how
you got here, we are glad you did. If you don’t know your neighbor please
welcome them. We welcome those of all ages, color, sexual orientation,
political preference, and those vaccinated and non-vaccinated.
Today’s service: The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s
gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats
with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy
hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.
Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Matt Kolb, by Deb Kolb
PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

GREETING
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Hymn of Praise

Glory to God

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Minister: Let us pray. . . . O God, overflowing with mercy and
compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we
may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all
things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

F IRST READING
EXODUS 32:7-14
nd
Reader: A reading from the 32 chapter of Exodus.
The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom
you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they
have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them;
they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it
and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses,
“I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone,
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them;
and of you I will make a great nation.”
11
But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why
does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of
the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them
out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of
the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not
bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all
this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they
shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about the
disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
7

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Sung responsively.
PSALM

Psalm 51:1-10

Cantor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
All: Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
Cantor: For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
All: Against you only have I sinned
and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your
judgment.
Cantor: Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
All: Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
Cantor: Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
All: Let me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
Cantor: Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
All: Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me

SECOND READING
1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17
st
Reader: A reading from the 1 chapter of First Timothy.
12

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of
violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus.
15
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the
foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making
me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal
life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Luke 15:1-10
th
Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15 chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen

to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3

So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred

sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he
has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just
so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.
8

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them,

does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she
finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents.”
Minister: The Gospel of the Lord.
Sermon

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLE’S CREED
Minister: Let us confess our faith together.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers
Assisting Minister: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together
into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s good creation.
Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill
your church with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those
who work to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious
commitments. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of
care. As the seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants,
animals, and habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may
share. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.

Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your
mercy. Teach wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in
our world, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out
those who are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with
addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need especially those in
need of prayer that we raise to you now . . . . God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices,
minds, and hearts. Build up the ministries of this community, that we
serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name.
God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us
thankful hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our lives,
and receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with you.
God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Gathered together in one communion with the Holy Spirit, gracious
God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
All: Amen.
PEACE
Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
The Peace is shared with one another.
Offering

Offertory

We Are an Offering

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. . . .Gracious God,
All: In your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
Minister: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Minister: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Minister: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
All: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Lord’s Prayer
Minister: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
Communion
We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of
Holy Communion. Those not communing are invited to come
forward for a blessing. For those who would prefer not to have
wine, pre-filled glasses of grape juice are available in the tray.
Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the Pastor.
Please come forward by way of the right hand aisle, fill in along
the railing from right to left and return by way of the left hand
aisle. The hymn is sung as we commune.
Minister: The body of Christ given for you.
Communion Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION BLESSING
Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.
PRAYER
Assisting Minister: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our
hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on
the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
All: Amen
BLESSING
Minister: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
All: Amen.

Dismissal:
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
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Please Remember in Prayer: Gary, Sandy H., Sandy B., Jim and
Dumitru. If you, or someone you know has been hospitalized or
needs a pastoral visit please let the office know 570-992-4085.
Pastor Steve & Bonnie will be on vacation this week. Pastor Ann Melot
will be covering any pastoral emergencies. Please call the church office or
Amanda if you need pastoral care.
Happy Birthday! 9/11: Cara Seese, 9/12: Bob Hedgelon & Beth Ross,
9/13: Pat Lange, 9/14: Dan Courtright Happy Anniversary! Bud &
Rhonda Bonser
Dinner Group at Frank’s Pizza, this Wednesday (9/14) at 6pm, please call
the office to RSVP. 570-992-4085

