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Celebrating the 5th Sunday of Easter 5/2/2021 
A Service of Word & Sacrament    

  
 

 
 

 

 

I am the good shepherd 



Welcome to Christ Hamilton!  Thank you for joining with us in 

worship in whatever manner you can. If you are at home you can find a 

print copy of this service available on our website at 

www.christhamilton.org.  Please print a copy of this bulletin so you might 

follow along with the video of our service if worshipping at home: share 

in the responses, sing the hymns, and pray the prayers.   

     Call and connect with us whenever you need. Office hours are 

Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Visit us on our 

website: christhamilton.org and check out our Facebook page. 

 

Today’s service:  The image of the good shepherd shows us how the 

risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between the 

shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives 

the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life 

for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay 

down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth 

with any sibling in need. 

 

Altar flowers are given in loving memory of Bob Kolb, by Deb Kolb 

and family. 

 

Altar rose is given in celebration of Bonnie Claycomb’s birthday, by 

Pastor Steve. 

 

 

 

PRELUDE          

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME  

   

 



Good Christian Friends Rejoice and Sing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREETING 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

         and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Hymn of Praise                 Glory to God 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Minister:  Let us pray. . . . O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep,  

you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and 

we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make 

us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 



FIRST READING                                                                  ACTS 4:5-12 

Reader: A reading from the 4th chapter of Acts.  
 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 

Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 

Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 

had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what 

power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the 

Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 

questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was 

sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to 

all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing 

before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sung responsively. 

     PSALM                       Psalm  23                       

                             

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: The Lord| is my shepherd; 

   I shall not | be in want. 

All: The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 

   and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 

 



Cantor: You restore my | soul, O Lord, 

   and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

All: Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I shall | fear no evil; 

   for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | 

comfort me.  

  

Cantor: You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

   you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

All: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my  

life, 

   and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever 

 

SECOND READING                                                              1 JOHN 3:16-24 
Reader:  A reading from the 3rd chapter of First John. 
 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for 

us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does 

God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 

brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 

action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 

reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for 

God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 

our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we 

receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 

commandments and do what pleases him. 

  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name 

of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 

commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and 

he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 

Spirit that he has given us. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                     

 

GOSPEL                                                                John 10:11-18 

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd 

and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 

and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The 

hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 

sheep.  
14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 

down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to 

this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 

there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father 

loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No 

one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 

received this command from my Father.” 

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON  



 
 



NICENE CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

      the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

      God from God, Light from Light, 

      true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

      of one Being with the Father;  

           through him all things were made. 

      For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

           was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

           and became truly human. 

       For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

           he suffered death and was buried. 

       On the third day he rose again 

           in accordance with the scriptures;  

           he ascended into heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the   

       dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

        We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,    

             who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

        We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

        We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

        We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

              and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Prayers 

Assisting Minister: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy  

Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know 

you. Your voice calls us to your loving embrace. Strengthen 

your church throughout the world that we bear witness to 

your expansive love. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of 

goodness and mercy. Restore your creation to wholeness so 

that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may 

abound with life. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your 

heritage. Place into the hearts of all leaders and rulers the 

passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and 

give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those 

around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that we lay down 

our lives for those in need especially those we lift to you 

now . . . . . Help us love one another in truth and action. 

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our 

community in our life together and give us vigor as a people 

of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us 

anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

 

 



Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving 

hands. In the assurance of resurrection hope, we remember 

our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, 

to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

God of life we give thanks for those who are celebrating 

birthdays this week including Bonnie, may God continue to 

bless her in your love.  Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to 

you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Offering           

 

  Offertory                At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing       v. 1, 3, 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . . God of love, 

All:   You call us beloved children 

     and welcome us to your table. 

     Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

    Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

Minister: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly 

we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection 

of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave 

himself to take away our sin, who by his death has 

destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to 

eternal life.  

    And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the  

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all   

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Minister: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and  

ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy  

Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

All: Amen 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Minister: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Minister: The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

All: Let us come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Ushers will bring the prepackaged wafer and 

grape juice to you. Please open the packet – but do not take the 

wafer or juice until the pastor has indicated in order that we might 

commune together.  
 



Lamb of God 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minister: The body of Christ given for you. 

                The blood of Christ shed for you.  

 

   After all have returned to their places.  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Almighty God, through this meal you have put  

gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring 

joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen 

BLESSING 

Minister: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

              The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Dismissal:  

Assisting Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Share the good news.  

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE                         
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Worship Leaders 

Minister             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb 

Assistant Minister John Balas  

Reader:  Sandy Lee 

Cantor:  John Balas 

Keyboard  Gail Haydt 

Announcements Dan Courtright 

 

 

 Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Sandy Haney, Henry McCool, 

Ruth Ann Helriegel, Otto Lange Faith Kapostas, Ron Schlegel, Evelyn Seidof 

David Danneberger, Lisa Weiss, Joan Blobner  and Dumitru David. 

 

Through 3/31/21 

YTD operating receipts                      $62,879 

YTD operating expenses           $74,889 

YTD deficit                                                -$12,010 

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY - Feeling emotional especially during these 

uncertain times during COVID 19?  Perhaps a Stephen Minister could 

help!  They specialize in just "listening".  Call the church office at 570-

992-4085. 

 

 

 



Pill Bottle Collection: We are collecting CLEAN pill bottles, with the 

LABELS REMOVED.  You can drop them off at the church office.  

Please clean your bottles out with soap and water.  Labels can be 

removed by spraying “Goo Gone” directly onto the bottle and letting 

them sit overnight.  

 

Snydersville Diner: The Snydersville diner is still giving back 10% of 

your bill to CHULC.  Once you feel safe to dine out again, don’t forget 

to show them your CHULC card at check-out!!  

 

Time & Talents: If you have not yet handed in your time and talent 

please place it in the offering plate.  We are trying to focus on specific 

skills and gifts, and how they can help and support the various 

committees here at Christ Hamilton.  Thanks to everyone who took the 

time to prayerfully consider how they can serve! 

 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift 

is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your[a] faith; 7 if it is 

serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 

give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,[b] do 

it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.”—Romans 12:6-8 

 

Community Garden: Next month Mike Brong will be tilling up our 

community garden.  If you have anything left in your plot from last year 

please clean it out.  If you are new to gardening and are interested in a 

plot this year please let the office know 570-992-4085. 



PATH Walk: The annual PATH walk, supporting Pocono Area 

Transitional Housing will be held today, Sunday May 2nd at Courthouse 

Square in Stroudsburg.  The walk will run from 12:30-1:30pm.  Yellow 

sign up/sponsor sheets are available on the bulletin table. 

 

Music Director Update:  Gail Haydt met with the personnel committee 

after Easter and Gail expressed that she does not want to take on a full-

time Music Director position.  She loved her position as an accompanist 

and bell choir director and would like, if at all possible, to go back to 

that position. Gail is also a music teacher in Easton and is the sole 

caregiver for her son Stephen.  Personnel will be listening to an organist 

play our new organ sometime in mid-May and will continue to discuss 

options for a music director here at Christ Hamilton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ Hamilton Happenings! 
9am Sunday Services  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Lighthouse  

 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group Adopt-A-Highway 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Genealogy Room and Organ Renovations 
 
 

 
VBS 2021 Rocky Railway 
July 26-30, 9am-12pm! 

 

 


