
 Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church 
419 Bossardsville Road 

Stroudsburg, PA   
 

Celebrating the 2nd Sunday of Easter 4/11/2021 
A Service of Word & Sacrament    

  

 
 

“Peace be with you.” 
 



Welcome to Christ Hamilton!  Thank you for joining with us 

in worship in whatever manner you can. If you are at home you can 

find a print copy of this service available on our website at 

www.christhamilton.org.  Please print a copy of this bulletin so you 

might follow along with the video of our service if worshipping at 

home: share in the responses, sing the hymns, and pray the prayers.   

     Call and connect with us whenever you need. Office hours are 

Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Visit us on our 

website: christhamilton.org and check out our Facebook page. 

 

Today’s service:  The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven 

Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly 

through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the 

disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. 

With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self 

in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are 

transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, 

and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 

 

Altar Flowers are given today by Sandy Lee, in loving memory of 

Lester & Bertha Lee. 

 

 

 

PRELUDE          

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME  

   

 

 



 

 



GREETING 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

         and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Hymn of Praise                 Glory to God 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Minister:  Let us pray. . . . Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day  

of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among 

us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 

that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 All: Amen. 



FIRST READING                                                 ACTS 4:32-35 

Reader: A reading from the 4th chapter of Acts.  
 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 

and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, 

but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power 

the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person 

among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ 

feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sung responsively. 

 

     PSALM                       Psalm 133                       

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor: How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 

   when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 

All: It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the  

beard, 

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the  

collar | of his robe.  

 

Cantor: It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of  

Zion. 

For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life  

for- | evermore. 



SECOND READING                                                               1 JOHN 1:1--2:2 
Reader:  A reading from the 1st chapter of First John. 
 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 

heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and 

touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was 

revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we 

declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 

his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may 

be complete. 

  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 

that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that 

we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 

and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is 

in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, 

we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, 

he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him 

a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 

may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for 

our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                     

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                John 20:19-31 

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 

the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 

to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they 

are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 

not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We 

have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.” 



  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 

was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 

it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

      the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

      God from God, Light from Light, 

      true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

      of one Being with the Father;  

           through him all things were made. 

      For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

           was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

           and became truly human. 

       For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

           he suffered death and was buried. 

       On the third day he rose again 

           in accordance with the scriptures;  

           he ascended into heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the   

       dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

        We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,    

             who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

        We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

        We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

        We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

              and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Prayers 

Assisting Minister: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the  

Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises 

to hear us and answer in steadfast love. . . .  

 

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the 

whole church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies to 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love.  

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew 

upon the mountains, refresh your creation. Restore waters, 

cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched 

land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. 

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that 

they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat 

in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon 

those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. 

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. 

Give us the power of your generous Spirit that we provide 

for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who 

are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid especially those we 

raise to you now . . . . Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith 

community. Shine the light of the risen Christ in our life 

together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy 

may be complete. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

 



You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and 

remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those who now 

live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. 

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to 

you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Offering           

 

  Offertory                     At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing            v. 1, 2 

 

 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . . God of love, 

All:   You call us beloved children 

     and welcome us to your table. 

     Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

    Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

Minister: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But 

chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious 

resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover 

Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who 

by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising 

has brought us to eternal life.  

    And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the  

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and 

all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 



 
 

Minister: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and  

ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy  

Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

All: Amen 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Minister: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Minister: The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

All: Let us come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Ushers will bring the prepackaged wafer and 

grape juice to you. Please open the packet – but do not take the 

wafer or juice until the pastor has indicated in order that we might 

commune together.  
 



Lamb of God 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



Minister: The body of Christ given for you. 

                The blood of Christ shed for you.  

 

   After all have returned to their places.  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Almighty God, through this meal you have put  

gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring 

joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen 

BLESSING 

Minister: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

              The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Dismissal:  

Assisting Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Share the good news.  

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE                         

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #sb156693. 

 

Worship Leaders 

Minister             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb 

Assistant Minister Ann Super 

Reader:  Jane Person 

Cantor:  Ann Super 

Keyboard  Gail Haydt 

Announcements Dan Courtright 

 

Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Sandy Haney, Henry 

McCool, Ruth Ann Helriegel, Gloria Shupp, Wilma Loyson, Otto Lange 

and Dumitru David.   

 

Community Meal: Will be served on April 18th from 4:30 to 5:15, it will 

still be take-out style.  Please call the church office and give your name 

and number of meals you will be needing. 

 

Thanks to all who volunteered to help out with our holy week and 

Easter services this year.  We can’t express how grateful we are to 

all our members who have given of their time and talents during 

this very trying time, we remain Christ Hamilton STRONG! 

 

 



Altar flowers: Are still available for April and July 25th, if you are 

interested in sponsoring flowers on these dates please let Amanda know or 

call the office 570-992-4085. 

 

Through 2/28/21 

YTD operating receipts           $39,476 

YTD operating expenses           $45,211 

YTD deficit                                                 -$ 5,735 

 

Spring Clean-Up!!  Well it’s that time of year again!  The leaves 

are popping, the air is warm and the smell of spring is all around.  

Please bring gloves, rakes, leaf blowers, pruners and whatever else 

you use to clean up outdoors.  There will be plenty of jobs and tasks 

for everyone, so bring the whole family for a morning of fresh air 

and service!  Please see Dan or Wanda Courtright when you arrive 

to see where you can help! 

 

Pill Bottle Collection: We are collecting CLEAN pill bottles, with 

the LABELS REMOVED.  You can drop them off at the church 

office.  Please clean your bottles out with soap and water.  Labels 

can be removed by spraying “Goo Gone” directly onto the bottle 

and letting them sit overnight.  

 

Aluminum Can Collection: Christ Hamilton will collect your 

aluminum cans!  We are also looking for someone who would be 

willing to take the cans to JFR salvage in Wind Gap, they will 

recycle our cans and give money back to CHULC. 

 

Snydersville Diner: The Snydersville diner is still giving back 10% 

of your bill to CHULC.  Once you feel safe to dine out again, don’t 

forget to show them your CHULC card at check-out!!  

 

 

 

 



Time & Talents: If you have not yet done so, please fill out one of 

our GREEN Time & Talent sheets and place it in the basket on the 

bulletin table.  This year we are trying to focus on specific skills 

and gifts, and how they can help and support the various 

committees here at Christ Hamilton.  If you’ve been thinking about 

joining a committee at Christ Hamilton, now is the time!   

 
“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If 

your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your[a] faith; 

7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to 

encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; 

if it is to lead,[b] do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 

cheerfully.”—Romans 12:6-8 

 

 

Facility Manager Update: After many, many years of faithful 

dedicated service to Christ Hamilton, Dan Courtright has notified 

the personnel committee and church council, that he would like to 

retire at the end of December 2021. Council has established a plan, 

along with Dan, to formalize a building-by-building standard 

operating procedure manual utilizing Dan’s vast knowledge of each 

facility to create a written document to preserve information for 

years to come. 

 

Fortunately for all of us, Dan is not planning on going anywhere 

and will remain in a leadership role within the Property Committee. 

We are planning to discuss more details, including our search for a 

new Facilities Manager, during an upcoming Temple Talk, date to 

be determined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


