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For God so loved the world 

 

 



 

Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Worship is much different now. 

Thank you for joining with us in worship in whatever manner you can. If 

you are at home you can find a print copy of this service available on our 

website at www.christhamilton.org.  Please print a copy of this bulletin so 

you might follow along with the video of our service if worshipping at 

home: share in the responses, sing the hymns, and pray the prayers.   

     Know that we are praying for you, our community, nation and world 

as we wander the wilderness this virus has caused us to walk together.  

Call us and connect with us whenever you need. Office hours are Monday 

through Friday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Visit us on our website: 

christhamilton.org and check out our Facebook page. 

 

Today’s service:  The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing 

a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those 

who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says 

he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look 

to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in 

baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for 

healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 

 

 
 

Altar flowers: instead of altar flowers during Lent a donation has been made 

to Hospice House. The donation has been made today by Sandy Lee in 

loving memory of Lester and Bertha Lee. 

 

 

PRELUDE                   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus           arr. M. James 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME 

 

 
 

http://www.christhamilton.org/


 

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Minister: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

Minister: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires  

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

All: Amen 

Minister: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth  

is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is 

faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Minister: Most merciful God, 

All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin  

and cannot free ourselves.  

       We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.    

       We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

       For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

       Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Minister: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die  

for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit 

All: Amen 



 

 



 

GREETING  

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Minister:  Let us pray. . . . O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of  

your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from  

the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our  

deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior  

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                                                  NUMBERS 21:4-9 

Reader: A reading from the 21st chapter of Numbers.  

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red 

Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient 

on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 

is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then 

the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the 

people, so that many Israelites died.  

7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by 

speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take 

away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And 

the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 

pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses 

made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 

serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze 

and live. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 



 

     Spoken responsively. 

PSALM                       Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Reader: Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, 

   for God’s mercy endures forever. 

All: Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim 

   that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 

 

Reader: Gathering them in from the lands; 

   from the east and from the west,     

  from the north and from the south. 

All: Some were fools and took rebellious paths; 

   through their sins they were afflicted. 

  

Reader: They loathed all manner of food 

   and drew near to death’s door. 

All: Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord 

   and you delivered them from their distress.  

 

Reader: You sent forth your word and healed them 

   and rescued them from the grave. 

All: Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love 

   and your wonderful worksfor all people. 

  

Reader: Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 

  and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. 

 

SECOND READING                                                   EPHESIANS 2:1-10 
Reader:  A reading from the 2nd chapter of Ephesians. 

 
     1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once 

lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 

disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 



 

flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 

children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, 

out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead 

through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 

you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come 

he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus.  

     8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way 

of life. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                

 
GOSPEL                                                                    John 3:14-21 

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

     [Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

  



 

      16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. 

  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those 

who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe 

are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of 

the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has 

come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light 

because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and 

do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But 

those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly 

seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

 

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers       
Assisting Minister:  Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for  

the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. 

Inspire the witness of the church throughout the world. 

Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of 

service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry, the ELCA 

and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas 

and deserts, wilderness areas and cities. Give water to thirsty 

lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless 

farmers as they prepare for the growing season.  

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 



 

You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to 

all who lead in times of crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the 

work of those who aid victims of famine and drought. Bring 

peace in places where scares resources cause violence.  

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, 

especially those who are hungry or without homes. Give life in 

places where death seems triumphant; give healing to those 

who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Be with those 

who we especially raise to you now . . .  . Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to 

overflowing with that grace, that we show mercy to others. 

Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, 

and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter especially 

PVEN and Family Promise. Give us patience and courage 

when the way seems long. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 
 

Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have 

eternal life. We praise you for all who have died in Christ. 

Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. 

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful 

God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

If you have not done so and would like to leave an offering please do 

so at this time or as you exit the service in the bins provided.  

Offering   The Old Rugged Cross   arr. L. Larson 

 

 

      



 

Offertory                                                                                                    

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . . Merciful Father, 

All: We offer with joy and thanksgiving  

what you have first given us—our selves, our time,  

and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

        Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 



 

Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

     All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

     All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

     All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

Minister: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and  

in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 

Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid your people cleanse 

their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.  

 

Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of 

grace that belongs to the children of God. And so, with the 

Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



 

Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

    Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Minister: We share in the prayer Jesus taught us.  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Ushers will bring the prepackaged wafer and 

grape juice to you. Please indicate how many will be taking 

communion to the usher and hold out the plate and the usher will 

place the containers on it.  Please open the packet – but do not 

take the wafer or juice until the pastor has indicated in order that 

we might commune together.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

   After all have returned to their places.  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting Minister: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have  

refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and 

we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dismissal:  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE        What A Savior!                    P. Bliss          

 

 

 

 

 



 

Worship Leaders 

Minister             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb 

Keyboard  Gail Haydt 

Announcements Dan Courtright 

Assistant Minister Ann Super 

Reader:  Logan Potochnick 

Cantor:  Ann Super 

 

Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Sandy Haney, Henry McCool, 

Ruth Ann Helriegel, Gloria Shupp, Wilma Loyson, Dumitru David and the 

family of Marlene Simons.  

 

Numbers in Pa for help with Scheduling your Covid vaccination: 

Pa Dept of Health—877-724-3258 

Pa Link—800-753-8827 

PACE participants—800-225-7223 

Monroe County Office on Aging—570-420-3735 

 

Community Meal!  March 21st from 4:30-5:15pm.  Please call the church 

order with your name and number of meals you will be needing. 

 

Spring means FLOWERS!  We have two opportunities for spring: 

1. Donate flowers for Easter service.  If you would like to make a 

donation for an Easter flower please fill out the YELLOW slip in 

your bulletin and leave it in the offering bin. 

2. Donate altar flowers.  If you would like to donate altar flowers 

for a Sunday in April, May, June or July please fill out the 

GREEN slip with your chosen date and place it in the offering 

bin. 

 

YTD operating receipts (2/28/21)          $39,476 

YTD operating expenses (2/28/21)        $45,211 

YTD Surplus (deficit)                            ($ 5,735) 


