Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church
419 Bossardsville Road
Stroudsburg, PA

Celebrating the 5" Sunday after Epiphany February 8, 2026

LIGHT
of the ,.‘.: :
WORLD. |

A city on a hill
cannot be hidden.

Matthew 5:14




Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Thank you for joining with us in
worship in whatever manner you can. This service is also available
anytime on Facebook or our website along with a bulletin at
www.christhamilton.org. Please share in the responses, sing the
hymns, and pray the prayers. Call us and connect with us whenever
you need. Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. —
12:00 p.m. At Christ Hamilton we are an intentional community of
faith, gathered in worship, united in fellowship and generous in our
outreach.

Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! If you are a
visitor please feel free to take the welcome folder home with you. We
invite you to fill out the card found inside and place it in the plate at the
time of the offering. Please note there are also kids kits in the back for
the children to utilize during the service. Children’s church takes
place in the Lighthouse until the middle hymn of the service if
interested please ask an usher.

LARGE PRINT bulletins are available and hearing assisting
devices, please ask an usher if you would like one.

Today’s service: Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the
psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of
injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth
like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their
good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent into the
world to shine with the light of Christ.

Altar flowers are given in loving memory of Cindy Pirie, by her sister
Deb Huber.
Altar flower delivery: Laura Young

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME



SONG Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now 1is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,

bread of new birth,

here you shall call

your

sons and your daugh-ters,

light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a - new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king-dom, and now is the day
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas -sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.



GREETING

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned te - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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hun - gry and the poor; that
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wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out . .. .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Minister: Let us pray. . .. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the
prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the
things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen.

Please be seated.
FIRST READING ISAIAH 58:1-9A
Reader: A reading from the 58" chapter of Isaiah.

" Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
’Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they
were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they want
God on their side.

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but
you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
and oppress all your workers. * You fast only to quarrel and to fight and
to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make
your voice heard on high. ° Is such the fast that I choose, a day to
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush and to lie in
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to
the LORD?

°Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to
undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke? ' Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

“ Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing
shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you; the glory of
the LORD shall be your rear guard. °* Then you shall call, and
the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I
am.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.



Sung responsively.

PSALM Psalm 112:1-9
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Cantor: Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord

and have great delight in | God’s commandments!
All: Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;

the generation of the upright | will be blessed.

Cantor: Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
and their righteousness will | last forever.
All: Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.

Cantor: It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending
and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
All: For they will nev- | er be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.

Cantor: They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord.
All: Their heart is established and | will not shrink,
until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.
Cantor: They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness stands | fast forever;
they will hold up their | head with honor.

SECOND READING 1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-12
Reader: A reading from the 2" chapter of First Corinthians.

"When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come
proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior speech or
wisdom. ° For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified. * And I came to you in weakness and in fear



and in much trembling. * My speech and my proclamation were made
not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, ° so that your faith might rest not on human
wisdom but on the power of God.

¢ Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being
destroyed. ' But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God
decreed before the ages for our glory ®and which none of the rulers of
this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory. *But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those
who love him”.
'God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. '' For what human knows what is
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. ' Now we
have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God,
so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-20
Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5™ chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “ ““You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

““You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be
hid. "* People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket;
rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. '° In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.

'7“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. '* For truly I tell
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of
a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. ' Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. *’ For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of

heaven.”

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE



Please stand.

SONG Christ, Be Our Light
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us  your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us  your bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom  come.
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APOSTLE’S CREED

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.

All: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers

Assisting Minister: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us
pray for the church, the whole human community, and the well-being of
the earth.

Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the
baptized true to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring
hope to a troubled world. Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and
water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales
and songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth.
Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.



Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of

violence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and

bring peace to war zones. We pray for our enemies. Merciful God,
All: Receive our prayer.

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who
experience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or
persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving especially those we
raise to you from our hearts and from our lips . . . . Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our

ordained leader, staff and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light for

the neighbors we serve, following the example of Christ. Merciful God,
All: Receive our prayer.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their
lives of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal
love. Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

All: Amen.

PEACE
Assisting Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

The Peace is shared with one another.

Please be seated.

Offering



Please stand.

Offertory
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. ... God of majesty,
All: No eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.



Great Thanksgiving

Minister: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Minister: You are indeed Holy, Almighty and Merciful God.
You are most Holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all
things for our salvation.
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Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do

this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

Minister: Let us pray together with confidence in the words our Savior
gave us.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Please be seated.
Communion
We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of Holy
Communion. Those not communing are invited to come forward for a
blessing. For those who would prefer not to have wine, pre-filled
glasses of grape juice are available in the tray. Gluten-free wafers are
available by asking the Pastor.
Please come forward by way of the right hand aisle, receive the
bread and wine, and return by way of the left hand aisle.
Minister: The body of Christ given for you.
Communion Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you.



Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,

mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com -fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow -er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring  us to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - e
2 God’s work, our feet: trav - ’ling to - geth - eer
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
0. . N : . . .
Yy D b I Y | | I T |
>  — fr—p—> —— z~
= ! ! -
build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim-ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
i‘? Llpllk’ T T T F_P__F_P_F v
oo — 1 If
Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your  way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.




Please stand.
COMMUNION BLESSING
Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.

PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face
of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and
blood you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen

BLESSING

Pastor: The blessing of Almighty God, the Father,
the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and forever.

All: Amen.



SHINE JESUS SHINE
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Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther's glo-ry;
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I Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-

Dyl

L " . T I M T | s | 11 . |

> | 1 1 i 7 = | i | | 11 ! R | | et |
B | Sm—— . N | I [] ,q,_, 13 )
§ - v _ "

dark - ness, shin - ing;  Je - sus, light of the world, shine up -on us,
play your like - ness, ev - er chang-ing from glo - ry to glo - ry,
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set us free by the truth you now bring us,
mir - rored here, may our lives tell your sto - ry
—_—
["9*”.1# ; . ; f,lmm]
Y n + I § | IR Bc _t .H—_I
i } J_ i T 8l } = 1 1
e S o : T ©
Shine  on me, shine on me:
Shine  on me, shine on me:

Dismissal:
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
All: Thanks be to God!



POSTLUDE
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Worship Leaders
Minister: Rev. Steven C. Claycomb
Organist: Beth McElroy

Lector: Scouts

Lay Assistant:  Janet Catina

Greeters: Scouts

Choir Director:  Tassy Gilbert

Announcements: Amanda Balas, Office Administrator
Videographer:  Joey Marshall

SOUP/SOAP-er BOWL we will collect items for one more week,
please use the labeled team bins in the church and LH.

Prayer at the Rail - Stephen Ministers will be available for prayer at
the altar after the service for any concerns that you might have.

February Birthdays: Diane Smereczynsky 2/12,
Eileen Dorshimer 2/15, Denise Bickford 2/21

Pastor Steve will be meeting with his book study group this week on
Wednesday at 10:15 and 7pm in LH room F or Sunday at 12:30pm at
the Old Mill. They will be covering chapter 4, 5 of Cherished
Belonging.

Community Meal 2/15! Join us at 4:30 pm in the Lighthouse for
meatballs, buttered noodles and great deserts!

Ash Wednesday Service, February 18" at 7pm. Lenten Meals
begin the following Wednesday (2/25) at 6 pm followed by Holden
Evening Service at 6:45 pm in the Lighthouse.



