Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church
419 Bossardsville Road
Stroudsburg, PA

Transfiguration Sunday February 15, 2026
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Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Thank you for joining with us in
worship in whatever manner you can. This service is also available
anytime on Facebook or our website along with a bulletin at
www.christhamilton.org. Please share in the responses, sing the
hymns, and pray the prayers. Call us and connect with us whenever
you need. Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. —
12:00 p.m. At Christ Hamilton we are an intentional community of
faith, gathered in worship, united in fellowship and generous in our
outreach.

Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! If you are a
visitor please feel free to take the welcome folder home with you. We
invite you to fill out the card found inside and place it in the plate at the
time of the offering. Please note there are also kids kits in the back for
the children to utilize during the service. Children’s church takes
place in the Lighthouse until the middle hymn of the service if
interested please ask an usher.

LARGE PRINT bulletins are available and hearing assisting
devices, please ask an usher if you would like one.

Today’s service: Today'’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-
Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-
Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is
revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This
vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in
Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly
baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the
alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be
omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at
Easter.

Altar flowers are given in loving memory of RuthAnn Helriegel, by
her daughters Denise Bickford and Diane Smereczynsky.

Delivery: Angela Trauger



PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

Please stand.

Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair
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1 Oh, won - drous im -  age, vi - sion fair of
2 With Mo - ses and E - 16 - jah nigh the in -
3 With shin - ing face and bright ar - ray, Christ
4 And faith - ful hearts are raised on high by
50 Fa -  ther, with thee - ter - nal Son, and
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glo - ry that the church may share, which Christ up - on the
car - nate Lord holds con - verse high, and from the cloud, the
deigns to man - i - fest to - day what glo - ry shall be
this great vi - sion’smys - ter - y; for which in joy - ful
Ho - 1ly Spir - it ev - er one, we pray you, bring us
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moun-tain  shows, where bright - er than the sun  he glows!
Ho - ly One  says, “This is my be - lov - ed Son.”
theirs a - bove  who joy in God  with per - fect love.
song we raise the voice  of prayer, the hymn of praise.
by your grace to  see your glo - 1y face to face.

Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: DEO GRACIAS, English ballad, 15th cent.

GREETING

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - ni - oty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - fter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who wor-ship and praise,
we may live out . . ... truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, .. .. for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Minister: Let us pray. ... O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you
confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses
and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring
Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as
your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

Please be seated.
FIRST READING EXopUs 24:12-18
Reader: A reading from the 24" chapter of Exodus.

"> The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and
wait there; I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” '* So Moses
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain
of God. '“ To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come
back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute
may go to them.”

"> Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. '° The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out
of the cloud. ' Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the
Israelites. '“ Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain.
Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.



Sung responsively.

PSALM Psalm 2:1-11
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Cantor: Why are the nations | in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter | empty threats?
All: Why do the Kkings of the earth rise up in revolt,
and the princes | plot together,
against the Lord and against the | Lord’s anointed?

Cantor: “Let us break their | yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their | bonds from us.”
All: God whose throne is in heav- | en is laughing;
the Lord holds them | in derision.

Cantor: Then in wrath God | speaks to them,
and in rage fills | them with terror.

All: “As for me, I have anoint- | ed my king
upon Zion, my | holy mountain.”

Cantor: Let me announce the decree | of the Lord,
who said to me, “You are my son;
this day have I be- | gotten you.
All: Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for | your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for | your possession.

Cantor: You shall crush them with an | iron rod

and shatter them like a | piece of pottery.”
All: And now, you | kings, be wise;

be warned, you rulers | of the earth.
Cantor: Submit to the | Lord with fear,

and with trembling | bow in worship;



SECOND READING 2 PETER 1:16-21
Reader: A reading from the 1% chapter of Second Peter.

'“We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been
eyewitnesses of his majesty. '’ For he received honor and glory from
God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic
Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.” * We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we
were with him on the holy mountain.

'”So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will
do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. * First of all you
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s
own interpretation, °' because no prophecy ever came by human will, but
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 17:1-9
Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 17™ chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

I'Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother
John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. * And he was
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became bright as light. * Suddenly there appeared to them
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. * Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it
is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, one
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” > While he was still
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well
pleased; listen to him!” ® When the disciples heard this, they fell to the
ground and were overcome by fear. ' But Jesus came and touched them,
saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” * And when they raised their
eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

’ As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them,
“Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised

from the dead.”

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE



Please stand.
SONG Dazzling Presence

0 |
) Al 1 | I 1
L. b1 ] 1 - F > | | | 1
l(“" 7] I 1 1 d r | r :l 1 1
I ' |
1 Daz - zling pres - ence on the moun - tain: hu - man eye had
2 From this mount of mys - tic splen - dor to  the cross Christ
3 From the heights of new cre - a - tion, Christ be - holds his
4 Let our praise ring from each moun - tain, in - to deep - est
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press - es on; here no Mo - ses nor E - 1i - jah,
world, re - deemed; as with Pe - ter and com - pan - ions,
val - leys pour, where, with lives of grate - ful  ser - vice,
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heav’'n and earth in cloud con - vene.
on - ly thieves  Christ’s wings a - dom.
brings us now to sights un - seen.
we a - dore Christ ev - er - more.
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“This is my Son, the be - lov - ed,” thun-d’rous voice from
“Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have mer - cy,” was one’s pen - i -
Jus - tice, mer - cy, and com - pas - sion: these the booths he
To the Son, God’s own be - lov - ed, and the Spir - it
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cloud ex - claimed. = Word made flesh to heal cre - a - tion,
ten - tial sigh. With trans - fig - ur - ing as - sur - ance,
bids wus build, that the earth he loves may  flour - ish
end - less - ly, may the  church’s praise be lift - ed
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to dis - ci - ples God pro - claimed.
Christ re - joins his fer - vent cry.
as each life with grace is filled.

to the bless - ed Trin - i - ty.



NICENE CREED

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers

Assisting Minister: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us
pray for the church, the whole human community, and the well-being of
the earth.

Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful
with the revelation of Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow
him in the way of the cross. Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep
respect for the interdependence of all life, and make us wise and
vigilant stewards of your good earth. Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to
violent conflict. Give wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to all.
Defend any who are in danger. Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any
who are experiencing illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort
the dying and those who grieve. Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and
receive assurance of your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and
participate in worship to serve you with reverence and joy. We
especially give you thanks for Beth, Tassy and Gail.
Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.

Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the
witness of those who have died in faith, and we praise you for the hope
we have in Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God,

All: Receive our prayer.



Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

All: Amen.

PEACE
Assisting Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

The Peace is shared with one another.

Please be seated.

Offering
Please stand.
Offertory
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. ... God of majesty,
All: No eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Great Thanksgiving

Minister: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Minister: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory
and love, that our darkness should give way to your own
brilliant light.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.



The Lord’s Prayer

Minister: Let us pray together with confidence in the words our Savior
gave us.

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Please be seated.
Communion
We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of Holy
Communion. Those not communing are invited to come forward for a
blessing. For those who would prefer not to have wine, pre-filled
glasses of grape juice are available in the tray. Gluten-free wafers are
available by asking the Pastor.
Please come forward by way of the right hand aisle, receive the
bread and wine, and return by way of the left hand aisle.
Minister: The body of Christ given for you.
Communion Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you.



You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
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1 You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shep - herd.
2 Clothed in light up - on the moun - tain,
3 You, who walk each day be - side us,
4 Wor - thy is our earth - ly Je - sus!
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You, Lord, are both prince and slave.
stripped of  might up - on the Cross,
sit in pow - er at God’s side.
Wor - thy is our cos -  mic Christ!
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You, peace - mak - er and sword - bring - er
shin - ing in e - ter - nal glo - 1y,
You, who preach a way that’s nar -  Trow,
Wor - thy your de - feat and vic - try;
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of the way you took and gave.
beg - gared by a sol - dier’s toss,
have a love that reach - es wide.
wor - thy  still  your peace and strife.
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You, the ev - er - last - ing in - stant;
you, the ev - er-last - ing in - stant;
You, the ev - er-last - ing in - stant;
You, the ev - er-last - ing in - stant;
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you, whom we both  scorn and crave.
you, who are both  gift and cost.
you, who are our pil - grim guide.
you, who are our death and life.

Text: Sylvia G, Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.



Beautiful Savior
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1 Beau - ti - ful Sav - o, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tu - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus s fair - er, Je - sus s pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - ftion,
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light of my soul, my Jjoy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677 tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.



Please stand.
COMMUNION BLESSING
Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.

PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face
of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and
blood you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All: Amen

BLESSING

Pastor: The blessing of Almighty God, the Father,
the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and forever.

All: Amen.



I Love to Tell the Story
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2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 1 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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what seems, each time 1 tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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| love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause 1 know it’s true;

I love to tell the sto-ry, for somehave nev - er heard

And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va-tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
ru sing the old, old sto-ry that I have loved so long.
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I love to tell the sto-ry; ’twill be my theme in glo-ry
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.

Dismissal:

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
All: Thanks be to God!



POSTLUDE
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Worship Leaders
Minister: Rev. Steven C. Claycomb
Organist: Beth McElroy
Lector: Shirley Frable

Lay Assistant:  John Balas

Greeters: Sharon Sabatine, George Butts and Eileen Dorshimer
Choir Director: Tassy Gilbert

Announcements: Amanda Balas, Office Administrator

Videographer:  Joey Marshall

Prayer at the Rail - Stephen Ministers will be available for prayer at the
altar after the service for any concerns that you might have.

February Birthdays: Diane Smereczynsky 2/12,
Eileen Dorshimer 2/15, Denise Bickford 2/21

Pastor Steve will be meeting with his book study group this week on
Wednesday at 10:15 and 7pm in LH room F or Sunday at 12:30pm at the Old
Mill. We will be covering chapter 6, 7 of Cherished Belonging.

Community Meal 2/15! Join us at 4:30 pm in the Lighthouse for meatballs,
buttered noodles and great desserts!

Ash Wednesday Service, February 18™ at 7pm. Lenten Meals begin the
following Wednesday (2/25) at 6 pm followed by Holden Evening Service at
6:45 pm in the Lighthouse.

Christ Hamilton volunteers will begin to write cards to American soldiers.
We will write out cards on the first and third Fridays of each month from
10am — 12 noon in room F of the Lighthouse. All are welcome to join us!
The dates for February and March are: Feb. 20, Mar. 6 and Mar. 20. Any
questions, see Denise DeVivo (570-517-1721).



