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Celebrating the 4th Sunday after Epiphany February 1, 2026 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Thank you for joining with us in 

worship in whatever manner you can. This service is also available 

anytime on Facebook or our website along with a bulletin at 

www.christhamilton.org.  Please share in the responses, sing the 

hymns, and pray the prayers.  Call us and connect with us whenever 

you need. Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. – 

12:00 p.m. At Christ Hamilton we are an intentional community of 

faith, gathered in worship, united in fellowship and generous in our 

outreach. 

     Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! If you are a 

visitor please feel free to take the welcome folder home with you. We 

invite you to fill out the card found inside and place it in the plate at the 

time of the offering. Please note there are also kids kits in the back for 

the children to utilize during the service. Children’s church takes 

place in the Lighthouse until the middle hymn of the service if 

interested please ask an usher.  

     LARGE PRINT bulletins are available and hearing assisting 

devices, please ask an usher if you would like one. 

 

Today’s service:  Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they 

are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For 

Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. 

For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, 

the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for 

righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in 

this countercultural way of living and serving. 

 

Altar flowers are given in celebration of Denise DeVivo and Kathleen 

Fields birthdays!!! 

 

 

 

PRELUDE          

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME  

 



 

SONG                                                                                                As We Gather 

 

 
 

GREETING  

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Minister:  Let us pray. . . . Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom  

in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. 

Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 

perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 

deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

      
     Please be seated. 

FIRST READING                                                                   MICAH 6:1-8 

Reader: A reading from the 6th chapter of Micah.  

 
      1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the 

mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the 

case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for 

the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 

 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? 

Answer me! 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed 

you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 

Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab 

devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened 

from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 6 “With what shall I come before the LORD and bow myself before 

God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves 

a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten 

thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does 

the LORD require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to 

walk humbly with your God? 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God.  

     



 

Sung responsively. 

  PSALM                           Psalm 15 

   
Cantor:  Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

   Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

All: Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

   who speak the truth | from their heart;  

 

Cantor: They do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their  

friends; 

   they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

All: In their sight the wicked are rejected,  

but they honor those who | fear the Lord. 

   They have sworn upon their health  

and do not take | back their word. 

 

Cantor: They do not give their money in hope of gain,  

nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 

   Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown 

 

SECOND READING                                               1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 

Reader: A reading from the 1st chapter of First Corinthians.  
      

     18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it 

is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 

of the discerning I will thwart.” 
     20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 



 

      22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we 

proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is 

wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 

strength. 

  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 

were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that 

are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who 

became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification 

and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 



 

GOSPEL                                                                       Matthew 5:1-12 

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he 

sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and 

taught them, saying: 

  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 

  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. 

  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and 

be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.   

MESSAGE  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

     Please stand. 
SONG                                                              Let Streams 

 
 

 

 

 



 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers       

Assisting Minister:  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us 

pray for the church, the whole human community, and the well-being 

of the earth. 

 

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit that it 

may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ 

crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. 

Merciful God, 

All: Receive our prayer. 

 

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We 

pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. 

Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God, 

All: Receive our prayer. 

 



 

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with 

integrity and respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. 

Merciful God, 

All: Receive our prayer. 

 

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of 

persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring 

orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any 

way especially those we raise to you now from our hearts and from our 

lips who are in need of prayer . . . . Merciful God, 

All: Receive our prayer. 

 

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this 

congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and 

others who model love for their neighbor and care for others.  

Merciful God, 

All: Receive our prayer. 

 

Be with those celebrating birthdays this month and pour your grace into 

their lives. We pray for: Rosie Potochnick, Emil Suarez, Denise 

DeVivo 2/2, Sharon Sabatine, Michelle Teeple, Amy Leap, Diane 

Smereczynsky, Eileen Dorshimer, and Denise Bickford.  Merciful God, 

All: Receive our prayer. 

 

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who 

journeyed humbly with you. Merciful God, 

All: Receive our prayer. 

 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 

commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known 

to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

All: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

Assisting Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:  And also with you. 

The Peace is shared with one another.   



 

     Please be seated. 

 Offering                     

  

     Please stand. 

 Offertory                                                 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . . God of majesty, 

All:  No eye has seen, no ear has heard 

   what you have prepared for those who love you, 

   yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

  Use what we have gathered 

to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Minister:  You are indeed Holy, Almighty and Merciful God. 

You are most Holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all 

things for our salvation. 



 

 
 

 Minister:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 



 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Minister: Let us pray together with confidence in the words our Savior  

gave us. 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread;     

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen 

 

     Please be seated. 

Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Those not communing are invited to come forward for a 

blessing. For those who would prefer not to have wine, pre-filled 

glasses of grape juice are available in the tray. Gluten-free wafers are 

available by asking the Pastor. 

     Please come forward by way of the right hand aisle, receive the 

bread and wine, and return by way of the left hand aisle.  

Minister: The body of Christ given for you. 

Communion Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
      
 
 
 



 

     Please stand.  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face  

of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and 

blood you have drawn us to your heart. 

Send us from this table with delight, 

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All:  Amen 

BLESSING 

Pastor:  The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, 

the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dismissal:  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE                         
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Worship Leaders 

Minister:             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb 

Organist:  Beth McElroy 

Lector:  Kathleen Hinton 

Lay Assistant:  Lisa Weiss, Jeff Gilbert 

Greeters:  Danielle Ertle, Shirley Frable, Chris Higdon 

Choir Director: Tassy Gilbert 

Announcements: Amanda Balas, Office Administrator 

Videographer: Joey Marshall 

 

Prayer at the Rail - Stephen Ministers will be available for prayer at 

the altar after the service for any concerns that you might have. 

 

February Birthdays:  Rosie Potochnick, Emil Suarez 2/1, Denise 

DeVivo 2/2, Sharon Sabatine 2/3, Michelle Teeple 2/4, Amy Leap 2/5, 

Diane Smereczynsky 2/12, Eileen Dorshimer 2/15,  

Denise Bickford 2/21 

 

Pastor Steve will be meeting with his book study group this week on 

Wednesday at 11:15 and 7pm in LH room F or Sunday, 3/8 at 

12:30pm at the Old Mill.  They will be covering chapter 2 of 

Cherished Belonging. 

 

Meals Needed!  During this cold weather the unhoused in our area are 

always in need of a hot meal.  Meals can be taken to the Stroudsburg 

Wesleyan Church (915 N. 5th St. Stbg) around 7pm, contact: 570-872-

0126 or Street-to-Feet (130 N. First St. Suite 102, Stbg.) during the 

day after 11pm 570-369-1299. 

 

Ash Wednesday Service, February 18th at 7pm.   Lenten Meals 

begin the following Wednesday (2/25) at 6 pm followed by Holden 

Evening Service at 6:45 pm in the Lighthouse. 

 

Street-2-Feet needs: Chapstick, covid tests, hand warmers, travel size 

lotions, cough drops and Sterno fuel cans 


