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Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Thank you for joining with us in 

worship in whatever manner you can. This service is also available 

anytime on Facebook or our website along with a bulletin at 

www.christhamilton.org.  Please share in the responses, sing the 

hymns, and pray the prayers.  Call us and connect with us whenever 

you need. Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. – 

12:00 p.m. At Christ Hamilton we are an intentional community of 

faith, gathered in worship, united in fellowship and generous in our 

outreach. 

     Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! If you are a 

visitor please feel free to take the welcome folder home with you. We 

invite you to fill out the card found inside and place it in the plate at 

the time of the offering. Please note there are also kids kits in the back 

for the children to utilize during the service. Children’s church takes 

place in the Lighthouse until the middle hymn of the service if 

interested please ask an usher.  

 LARGE PRINT bulletins are available and hearing assisting 

devices, please ask an usher if you would like one. 

 

Today’s service:  During this Christmas Season the people of God 

gather to celebrate the birth of the Word made flesh. Luke and 

Matthew today recount the familiar story of shepherds and angels, of 

manger and star.  

     It is in the liturgy that we encounter Emmanuel, the Word made 

flesh—in the people of God gathered together as the body of Christ, 

and in the meal around the holy table. We go forth to be bearers of 

light as we proclaim this good news to all the ends of the earth.  

 

Altar Flowers are given in memory of Ellen Marvin, by John Marvin. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



 

JOY TO THE WORLD  

 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

GREETING 

Minister: The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh,  

born of Mary, be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Minister: Let us pray. . . .All-powerful and unseen God,  

the coming of your light into our world has 

brightened weary hearts with peace.  

Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim  

the who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

 



 

     Please be seated.  

FIRST READING                                                                            Micah 5:2-5a  

     But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans 

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.    

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor 

has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people 

of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they 

shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and 

he shall be the one of peace. 

 

LO, HOW A ROSE  

 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 

 from tender stem hath sprung! 

 Of Jesse's lineage coming 

 as seers of old have sung, 

 it came, a flow'r so bright, 

 amid the cold of winter, 

 when half-spent was the night. 

 

 Isaiah had foretold it, 

 the rose I have in mind; 

 with Mary we behold it, 

 the virgin mother kind. 

 To show God's love aright, 

 she bore to us a Savior, 

 when half-spent was the night. 

 

 



 

SECOND READING                                                                              Luke 1:5-17  

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was 

a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them 

were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 

commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, 

because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was 

on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the 

priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now 

at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people 

was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 

standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  

When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed 

him. But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 

prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 

you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many 

will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 

must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to 

the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go 

before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord." 

 

LO, HOW A ROSE  

 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender 

 with sweetness fills the air, 

 dispels with glorious splendor 

 the darkness everywhere. 

 True man, yet very God, 

 from sin and death he saves us 

 and lightens ev'ry load. 



 

 

 O Savior, child of Mary, 

 who felt our human woe; 

 O Savior, king of glory, 

 who dost our weakness know: 

 bring us at length, we pray, 

 to the bright courts of heaven 

and into endless day. 

 

THIRD READING                                                                            Luke 1:26-37 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 

of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 

in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 

will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 

Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 

The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 

the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God." 

 



 

Away in a Manger 

 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

FOURTH READING                                                                             Luke 2:1-7    

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child.  

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. 



 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

 

 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

 once you sang creation's story, 

 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

FIFTH READING                                                                                 Luke 2:8-17 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see 

— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child. 

 

 



 

ANGELS, FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 

      Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

 watching o'er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing, 

 yonder shines the infant light. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

 brighter visions beam afar; 

 seek the great desire of nations, 

 you have seen his natal star. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

A Christmas Message                Bishop Curry 

     The Rev. Yehiel Curry was elected July 30 to serve a six-year term 

as presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA). The election took place during the 2025 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly.  

     He spoke to the assembly about his initial hesitation in accepting 

that first ministry role.  “Perhaps I’m out there in one of you,” Curry 

said. “I never saw myself as good enough, so for two years, I said no. I 

finally said yes. When I said yes, your support, this church’s support, 

of that ministry meant everything. So if you want to know what your 

benevolence dollars look like, it looks like me, and I want to say thank 

you. Thank you for your investment.” 

 

SIXTH READING                                                                              Matthew 2:1-12  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is 

the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 

at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."  

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 

with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 



 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 

told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 

prophet:' And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 

to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage."  

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 

the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

 

We Three Kings of Orient Are 

We three kings of Orient are; 

 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

 following yonder star. 

 

Refrain Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

 star with royal beauty bright; 

 westward leading, still proceeding, 

 guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

 Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 

 gold I bring to crown him again; 

 king forever, ceasing never, 

 over us all to reign.  Refrain 



 

NICENE CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth,  

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the   

  dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

Prayers 

Assisting Minister: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let 

us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church 

across nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and 

unify our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O 

God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and 

praise to spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and 

integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling 

with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O 

God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Be with those celebrating birthdays this week and continue to grace 

them with your presence. We especially pray for: Kathy Suarez, John 

Young, and Pastor Steve. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

  

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to 

hearts that race with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that 

long for wholeness especially those we lift to you now . .  Reveal your 

power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your 

saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all 

your witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift 

these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

All: Amen. 

 

 



 

PEACE 

Assisting Minister: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All:  And also with you. 

     The Peace is shared with one another.   

     Please be seated. 

Offering  

OFFERTORY                                                                  What Child Is This                                 

  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

  come, peasant, king, to own him. 

  The King of kings salvation brings; 

  let loving hearts enthrone him. 

  Raise, raise the song on high, 

  the virgin sings her lullaby; 

  joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

  the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . God with us, 

All: You came as a baby to a manger. 

You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 

You come again in bread and wine. 

Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 

And then, through these gifts, 

 help us to bless the lives of others 

 in the strength of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed,  

                 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

           Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   

           Do this always for the remembrance of me. 

          Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

    and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

           This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

   shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  

sin.  Do this always for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Minister: We pray together with confidence in the words our  

Savior gave us. 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation,     

  but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   for ever and ever.  Amen 

 



 

 Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Those not communing are invited to come forward for a 

blessing. For those who would prefer not to have wine, pre-filled 

glasses of grape juice are available in the tray. Gluten-free wafers 

are available by asking the Pastor. 

     Please come forward by way of the right hand aisle, receive the 

bread and wine, and return by way of the left hand aisle.  

Minister: The body of Christ given for you. 

Communion Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that  

in this bread and cup of Christ’s very life, you give us food 

for our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you 

brought the holy family home again, guide us on the way 

unfolding before us. Wherever we go, may our lives 

proclaim good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:  Amen. 

BLESSING 

Minister: God Almighty send you light and truth to keep you   

  all the days of your life.     

The hand of God protect you; the holy angels   

 accompany you; and the blessing of almighty  

God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,   

be with you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Go Tell It On the Mountain 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, 

 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain 

 that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

 While shepherds kept their watching 

 o'er silent flocks by night, 

 behold, throughout the heavens 

 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  

 

 Down in a lonely manger 

 the humble Christ was born; 

 and God sent us salvation 

 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

Minister:             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb   

Keyboard:  Gail Derrer 

Lectors:  Bonnie Claycomb, Gail Derrer, John Young,  

Colleen Garis, John Balas 

Lay Assistant:  John Balas 

Greeters:  John Young, Colleen Garis, Deb Huber  

Choir Director: Tassy Gilbert 

Announcements: Amanda Balas, Office Administrator 

Videographer: Joey Marshall 

 

****2026 Offering Envelopes are available in the Lighthouse 

lobby, please pick them up at your convenience.***** 


