Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church
419 Bossardsville Road
Stroudsburg, PA

Celebrating the 1%t Sunday in Advent 11/28/2021
A Service of Word & Sacrament

* *

Be alert at 9ll times



Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Please wear masks when in the
buildings. Thank you for joining with us in worship in whatever manner
you can. Unfortunately we are masked while inside any of our
buildings as per CDC guidelines. This service is also available anytime
on Facebook or our website along with a bulletin at
www.christhamilton.org. Please share in the responses, sing the hymns,
and pray the prayers.

Call us and connect with us whenever you need. Office hours are
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Visit us on our
website: christhamilton.org and check out our Facebook page.

Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! Life is difficult
enough and shouldn’t be when you come to church. Regardless of how
you got here, we are glad you did. If you don’t know your neighbor please
welcome them. We welcome those of all ages, color, sexual orientation,
political preference, and those vaccinated and non-vaccinated.

Today’s service: Adventisabout he “coming days. "’
have always lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds

specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four

weeks. The ancients anticipated
David.” Tome ahlsesasvali ted “the c¢omi
all the saints.” Jesus’ contempo
before the Son of Man.”™ Wi th the

another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of

Christ in word and supper.

PRELUDE Trio on 'Jess, the Very Thought of Thedlfred V. Fedak

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Minister: In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Minister: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

Minister: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflectiomnd selfexamination.
Minister: Most merciful God,
All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

Minister: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the # Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen



Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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Lord, whose light  has stimed the wait - ing  guard.
view where you have bid us dine with you.
sound; ho - san - nas  blend in cos - mic  sound.

1 Wake. a - wake. for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and in  her
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GREETING
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.
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A In peace, let us pray to the Lord. ord, have mer - «cy.
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@ For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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@ For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

andforthe u - ni - ty of all, let wus pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. men



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Minister: Let us pray. . .. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
By your merciful protection awaken us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless
until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

All: Amen.

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 33:14-16
Reader: A reading from the 33 chapter of Jeremiah.

1%The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will fulfill the
promise | made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. °In
those days and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch to spring up
for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the

land. *In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is

our righteousness.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.



The Advent candls lit as all singverse one

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
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1 Light one can-dle to
2 Light two can-dles to
3 Light three can-dles to
4 Light four can-dles to
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watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si - ah:
watch for Mes-si - ah:
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let the light ban-ish
let the light ban-ish
let the light ban-ish
let the light ban-ish

dark - ness.
dark - ness.
dark - ness.
dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of
He is com-ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be

N
prom - ise.
home-ward.

glo - ry.
shin - ing!

PRAYER

Reader: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.
You call all nations to walk in your light and to seek your
ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn
of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle
of this wreath.

Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes,
for he is our light and salvation.

All: Blessed be God forever.

SECOND READING 1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13
Reader: A reading from the 3" chapter of First Thessalonians.

®How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that
we feel before our God because of you? °Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith.



Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct
our way to you. *2And may the Lord make you increase and abound in
love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for
you. 3And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may
be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel
GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21% chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ®“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring
of the sea and the waves. 2°People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. 2’Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’
with power and great glory. 2Now when these things begin to take
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; %as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and
know that summer is already near. 3So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. **Truly
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. 3*Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.

34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day
does not catch you unexpectedly, ®like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. **Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that
will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints, whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex-pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed  sphere.
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With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is  at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!



APOSTLE’S CREED

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.

All: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers
Assisting Minister: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray
for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around
the globe to proclaim the message of your love coming to
the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all
people and in all of creation. Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and
city parks, the wind and the waves, be a healing balm to our
wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly
created. Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and
goodness to all peoples of the earth. Give a heart of
discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities.
Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.



God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch
and wait. Come to all who await births, deaths, divorces,
new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life
transitions of every kind. Be with those in need of prayer
now especially those we lift to you now . . ..
Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter

your people from destructive storms. We pray for those

whose lives have been upended by natural disasters for the

work of Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World

Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for all those celebrating
birthdays this week, especially Brian Powers. Hear us, O
God.

All: Your mercy is great.

God of companionship and community, we give you thanks
for the saints who journeyed with us and now abide in you.
Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that
your promises endure forever. Hear us, O God.

All: Your mercy is great.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus.

All: Amen.

Offering The Singing



Offertory Come Now O Prince of Peace v. 1 & 2 only
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - y.
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - y.
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni -ty make us one bod - y.
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Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. . .. Blessed are you,
All: Lord our God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts.
With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that
you have made,
for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



Great Thanksgiving
Minister: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

Minister: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God.
You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes again to judge
the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Minister: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Communion

We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of
Holy Communion. Those not communing are invited to come
forward for a blessing. For those who would prefer not to have
wine, prefilled glasses of grape juice are available in the tray.
Glutenfree wafers are available by asking the Pastor.

Pleasecome forward by way of the right hand aisle, fill in along
the railing from right to left and return by way of the left hand
aisle. Minister: The body of Christ given for you.

Communion Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

The minister sares with the gathered assembly.
Minster: The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

COMMUNION BLESSING

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

All: Amen.

PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from
heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who
have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may
abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the
power of his endless life, now and forever.

All: Amen.




Blessing
Minister: Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.

All: Amen
Fling Wide the Door
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2 He is the rock of our be - lief, the heart of mer - cy’s
3 Oh, hap - py towns and bless - ed lands that live by their true
4 Come, Lord, our Sav - ior, Je - sus Christ; our hearts are o - pen
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comes in state; the Lord of lords and King of kings, the
gen - tle self. His king - ly crown is ho - li-ness; his
king’s com-mands. And bless - ed be the hearts he rules, the
wide in trust. Oh, show us now your love - ly grace, up -
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth and
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us his, cre -
Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly  name, from age to age the same!



Dismissal:

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #sb156693.

POSTLUDE March Robin Dinda

Worship Leaders

Minister Rev. Otto Dreydopple
Asst. Minister/Cantor: Ann Super

Reader: Kathleen Hinton
Communion Assistant: Megan Cameron
Organist: Lynda Chryst

Greeters: Dave Super, Janet Catina
Announcements: Amanda Balas

Altar Flowers: Given in loving memory of Bob and Matt Kolb, by
Debbie Kolb.

Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Sandy Haney, Henry
McCool, Ruth Ann Helriegel, Ron Schlegel, Evelyn Seidof, Patty
Budin, Mike Fleitman, Betty Jones, Bruce Everett, Dumitru David
and the family of Arlene Gower.

Thank You! A big thanks to Pastor Otto Dreydopple who came out
to lead us in worship today while Pastor Steve gets a well-deserved
Sunday off!

Music Planning: There will be a music planning on December 121"
after the worship and music meeting in the LH music room. Join us
and help pick out hymns for the seasons of Epiphany and Lent.

Grief Share: Our Stephen Ministry team will be holding another
“Greif Share” event in the Lighthouse at 2pm on December 5™
Please call the church office 570-992-4085 to sign up or see Denise
DeVivo for more information



2021 Christmas Benevolence Opportunities: This year we will be
giving to the ELCA “Good Gifts” program, which provides farming
animals and supplies to those in need across the globe. A donation of
$25 or more will get you one of the angels that were displayed on All
Saint’s Day! As our donations grow we will be adding various farm
animals to our manger scene in front of the church...we hope to collect
enough that we can donate a “full farm” of animals to a community in
need! Please make checks payable to CHULC with “Good Gifts”
written in the memo line. For our local community we will be doing
our annual Office of the Aging Gifts. Please see the bulletin board in
the Covenant House for a tag. Items must be wrapped with their tags
and returned by December 171,

Welcome Tassy Gilbert: We would like to welcome Tassy Gilbert to
the Christ Hamilton staff as our new Adult Choir Director! Tassy has
extensive experience in all aspects of music and music direction. We
are so excited to see the wonderful things she will do here at Christ
Hamilton.

CHULC Christmas card: Please sign up for our annual Christmas
card today or next Sunday at coffee hour or by calling the office.
Members who give a free-will donation of any amount can add their
family’s name to the Christmas greeting. All money collected will be
given to PVEN. Cards will be mailed to shut-ins and members who do
not have electronic access. All other members will receive the card
electronically. The year the card is being designed by our very talented
Ellie Balas.

Poinsettias: Christmas Poinsettia orders need to be in by the end of
today. Please fill out the form included in your bulletin and attach it to
cash or check (made out to CHULC “poinsettia” in the memo line).
This year poinsettias are $12.



ELCA Good Gifts

Gift of a Goat $50
Gift of a Piglet $30

Gift of Honeybees $20

bl

Gift of a Cow $500
Gift of Chicks $10

Gift of Fruit Tree Seedling $10

Gift of a Family Farm $715
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Friday, December 10", 6pm to 8pm
6pm Kick-Off with Ark 2 Christmas Program
Hot coco & homemade Christmas cookies & Crafts
- Live Nativity with Mary & Joseph
Christmas Carols

Horse drawn carriage rides

Special visit from Santa and his elf

Gingerbread house competition!

Winter Bonfire!

Want to be involved?

Sign up to sing Christmas Carols or make
Christmas cookies, or both!

Make a Gingerbread house for the competition!



