
 Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church 
419 Bossardsville Road 

Stroudsburg, PA   
 

Celebrating the 24th Sunday after Pentecost 11/15/2020 
A Service of Word & Sacrament    

  
 

 
 

 

For to all those who have, more will be given, 

and they will have an abundance. 

 

 



Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Worship is much different now. 

Thank you for joining with us in worship in whatever manner you can. 

If you are at home you can find a print copy of this service available on 

our website at www.christhamilton.org.  Please print a copy of this 

bulletin so you might follow along with the video of our service if 

worshipping at home: share in the responses, sing the hymns, and pray 

the prayers.   

     Know that we are praying for you, our community, nation and 

world as we wander the wilderness this virus has caused us to walk 

together.  Call us and connect with us whenever you need. Office 

hours are Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Visit us on our website: christhamilton.org and check out our 

Facebook page. 

 

Today’s service:  Our readings during November speak of the end 

times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will 

be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief 

in the night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the 

parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have 

time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with 

violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, 

water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of 

Christ’s coming among us. 

 

 

PRELUDE          

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME  

   

 

http://www.christhamilton.org/




GREETING 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

         and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Hymn of Praise                 Glory to God 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Minister:  Let us pray. . . . Righteous God, our merciful master, you  

own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that 

we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and 

wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your 

coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 



FIRST READING                                                 ZEPHANIAH 1:7, 12-18 

Reader: A reading from the 1st chapter of Zephaniah.  
 

         7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at 

hand; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his 

guests. 

     12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish 

the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in 

their hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 

 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they 

plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 

 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the 

sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day 

of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 

and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 

fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the 

blind; because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be 

poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 

 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the 

day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth 

shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the 

inhabitants of the earth. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sung responsively. 

     PSALM                       Psalm  90:1-8, 12 

                                                    

 

 

 

Cantor: 1Lord, you have | been our refuge 

   from one generation | to another. 

All: Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and  

the | earth were born, 

from age to age | you are God. 

 

Cantor: 3You turn us back to the | dust and say, 

   “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.” 

All: 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday  

when | it is past 

 and like a watch | in the night; R 

  

Cantor: 5You sweep them away | like a dream, 

   they fade away suddenly | like the grass: 

All: 6In the morning it is | green and flourishes; 

   in the evening it is dried | up and withered. 

 

Cantor: 7For we are consumed | by your anger; 

   we are afraid because | of your wrath. 

All: 8Our iniquities you have | set before you, 

   and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance.  

 

Cantor: 12So teach us to num- | ber our days 

   that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom.  
 

 

 

 



SECOND READING                                                 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11 
Reader:  A reading from the 5th chapter of First Thessalonians. 

 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, 

you do not need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves 

know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 

destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant 

woman, and there will be no escape!  
4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you 

like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; 

we are not of the night or of darkness.  
6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake 

and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are 

drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be 

sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the 

hope of salvation.  
9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we 

are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one 

another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                     

 
 



GOSPEL                                                                Matthew 25:14-30 

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a 

journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to 

one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had 

received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 

made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one 

talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 

money.  

19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 

accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents 

came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed 

over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His 

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two 

talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 

a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 

of your master.’  

24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you 

did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 

what is yours.’  

 



26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 

did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 

scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the 

bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 

with interest.  

28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will 

have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into 

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ ” 

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, O Christ.   

SERMON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers 

Assisting Minister: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, 

we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the 

world, and all in need. . .Lord of the church, ignite your people with 

the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us 

across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us 

to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and 

praise you for the beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory 

and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, 

O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all 

leaders. Increase concern for those who are most vulnerable, 

especially as international leaders forge trade agreements and 

cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 



Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter 

the heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and 

loneliness with your radiant light. Be especially with those we 

either name out loud at this time or from our hearts . . . . Send us as 

encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to 

those at the margins. Release our desire for control and open us to 

learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints 

at rest from their labors. Rouse us to live by their example, that 

saints yet to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until 

that day when you gather all creation around your throne where you 

will reign forever and ever. With bold confidence in your love, 

almighty God, we share in the prayer Jesus taught us.  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

          and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

Offering           

 

  

 

 



Offertory                The Trumpets Sound the Angels Sing   

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . . Blessed are you, 

All:   Lord our God, maker of all things.  

         Through your goodness  

you have blessed us with these gifts.  

        With them we offer ourselves to your service  

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all 

that you have made,  

for the sake of him who gave himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 



Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Ushers will bring the prepackaged wafer and 

grape juice to you. Please indicate how many will be taking 

communion to the usher and hold out the plate and the usher will 

place the containers on it.  Please open the packet – but do not 

take the wafer or juice until the pastor has indicated in order 

that we might commune together.  

 
 

   After all have returned to their places.  

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from  

heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who 

have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may 

abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the 

power of his endless life, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 



LITANY FOR VETERANS    Isaiah 2:2-5 

Leader: In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house 

   shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

   and shall be raised above the hills; 

   all the nations shall stream to it. 

All: Many peoples shall come and say, 

"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths." 

 

 Leader: For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

   and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 All: He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

  they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

  nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war any more. 

 

Leader: We now pause to remember those who have served our  

country so that we might enjoy the freedoms we have.   

All: We give thanks for their courage, love of country,  

 and for all those who work to bring peace to our world. 

 

Leader: Help us to be forever mindful of the call to help bind up the  

wounds of those who served and to help bring peace to their 

families. 

All: Enable us to know how to comfort, how to bind up their  

wounds, and how to bring peace as we are able.  

BLESSING 

Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

   The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace. 

All: Amen. 

 

 



                    



Dismissal:  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #sb156693. 

 

POSTLUDE               

 

Worship Leaders 

Minister             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb 

Assistant Minister Andy Porter  

Reader:  Dave Super 

Cantor:  Andy Porter 

Keyboard  Gail Haydt 

Announcements Dan Courtright 

 

IMPORTANT: At the October council meeting, CHULC Council 

decided NOT TO MOVE into the Lighthouse.  Due to the 

increasing COVID-19 cases and for the safety and health of all our 

members we will remain worshiping OUTSIDE through 

November. We will be also be looking at the updates for Monroe 

County on mycovid app. to track when it might be safe for indoor 

gathering.  

 

Flowers for today’s service are given in memory of Audrey 

Meyer, by her husband John Meyer. 

 

Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Bob Conville, Joan 

Gumm, Joseph Polacek, Sandy Haney, Henry McCool, Diane 

Datesman, Jay Hines family and Ruth Ann Helriegel.  

 

 

 



Pledge Cards:  Please return pledge cards to CHULC either in the 

offering tubs or by mail: CHULC, 419 Bossardsville Rd., 

Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

 

Greeter/Lector Opportunities:  If you would like to volunteer to 

greet or read the lessons for one of our church services please call 

the office 570-992-4085.   

 

Medical Equipment Needs?  If you or someone you know are in 

need of a walker, cane, shower seat etc. please call the church 

office.  We have many gently used items of this nature that can be 

utilized by those in need. 

 

Adult Sunday School Starting: We will have an adult Sunday 

school class using a book by Rabbi Harold Kushner, “The Lord is 

my Shepherd.”   Pastor Steve will host this Sunday’s adult study 

from 10:30 to 11:30 in the nursery. November 15th will begin the 

book study – please read chapters one and two! 

 

Zoom Option: In response to a need for another Adult class to 

allow participation in bible study for those who prefer Not to come 

in person;  Pastor Steve and Bonnie will be doing a Zoom class on 

the same book we will be doing “in person,” The Lord is My 

Shepherd by Rabbi Harold Kushner.  If you would like to join the 

class on Zoom, please forward Pastor or Bonnie your email and 

phone number this coming week to be registered for the class.  We 

are looking at doing the class on a Monday with time to be 

announced.  You can order the book for the study at Amazon for     

$9.97.  Please order your book this week as class will be starting 

soon. Pastor: revclay@ptd.net, Bonnie: bunnyclay0518@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:Pastor:%20revclay@ptd.net
mailto:bunnyclay0518@gmail.com


Community Meal: We will be holding our monthly free take-out 

community meal on November 15th from 4:30-5:30pm.  The meal 

this month is chicken and stuffing.  Please call the church office and 

give us your name and number of meals you will be need.  

570-992-4085 

 

Missing Something? There are two boxes of dishes and plates that 

were left in the Lighthouse kitchen.  If you are missing something 

please look in the boxes by the offering tubs.  Please note: these 

items will be donated/recycled at the end of November if they are 

not claimed. 

 

Office of the Aging Gifts: CHULC will be sponsoring gifts for the 

“Office of the Aging” again this year.  Please look to the 

whiteboard to find your senior and then take the corresponding 

numbered ornament from our Christmas tree.  Please note: this 

year, instead of gifts for themselves, some seniors wanted gifts for 

their grandchildren, which is why there are children’s gifts listed.  

Gifts need to be wrapped with tag and dropped off at the office by 

December18th. 

 

 

SAVE-THE-DATES: 

 

November 15th, 1:30-3:30: Stephen Ministry “Surviving the 

Holidays”  

 

November 15th, 4:30-5:30: Free community take-out meal, call the 

church office to give your name and # of meals you need.   

 

December 5th, 8am-2pm: Matthew Kolb Memorial Blood Drive in 

the Lighthouse, more information to follow. 

 

December 6th, 1:30-3:30: Stephen Ministry “Surviving the 

Holidays” 

 

 



Today we give our thanks to the veterans that have served and 

are still serving the United States of America.  Their fortitude, 

courage and commitment are examples to us all. 

 

Army     Marines  

Ron Gaunt    Shawn Downey 

Don Paynter    Jim Blobner 

Merrill Simons   Dan Courtright 

Richard Person   Joseph Marshall 

Glen Lippincott    Joel Hahn 

Jim Sargent    Ryan Hill 

Jack Seidof 

Emily (Butz) Swedensky  Air Force 

John Field    Bud Bonser 

John DeVivo  

 

Navy 

Butch Herfurth 

Lew Scheller 

Jim Hinton 

Bob Conville 

David Colbeth 

Keith Border 

William Brinker 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 15th or December 6th, 1:30-3:30 
Masks are required, social distancing guidelines 

will be followed. 
 

Are you grieving a loved one’s death? 
When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday season can 

be especially painful. Our Surviving the Holidays seminar helps 
participants discover: 

 
• How to deal with emotions  

• What to do about traditions 

• Helpful tips for surviving social events 

• How to find hope for the future 

 

 
“The Lighthouse” 
Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church 
419 Bossardsville Road 
Stroudsburg Pa, 18360 
RSVP: 570-992-4085 

Email: chulcsts@gmail.com 

 


