Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church
419 Bossardsville Road
Stroudsburg, PA
Celebrating the Baptism of our Lord

January 9, 2022

Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Please wear masks when in the
buildings. Thank you for joining with us in worship in whatever manner
you can. This service is also available anytime on Facebook or our
website along with a bulletin at www.christhamilton.org. Please share in
the responses, sing the hymns, and pray the prayers.
Call us and connect with us whenever you need. Office hours are
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Visit us on our website:
christhamilton.org and check out our Facebook page.
Please know that all are welcome at Christ Hamilton! Life is difficult
enough and shouldn’t be when you come to church. Regardless of how
you got here, we are glad you did. If you don’t know your neighbor
please welcome them. We welcome those of all ages, color, sexual
orientation, political preference, and those vaccinated and non-vaccinated.
Today’s service: Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We
recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the gift of the
Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we
“pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the
heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s
Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.

Altar flowers are given in honor and loving memory of Jim Sargent
by Gloria Shupp.

PRELUDE

Prelude in G Minor
Prelude in G Minor

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME

Cesar Cui
Florent Schmitt

GREETING
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Minister: Let us pray. . . . Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his
baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as
your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
All: Amen.
FIRST READING
I SAIAH 43:1-7
rd
Reader: A reading from the 43 chapter of Isaiah.
1

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who
formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by name, you are mine.
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire
you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I
give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4
Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I
give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
5
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the
east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give
them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far
away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 7everyone who is
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and
made.”
Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Sung responsively.
PSALM

Psalm 34:1-8

Cantor: Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
All: Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
Cantor: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory
thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
All: The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.
Cantor: The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
All: The LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
Cantor: The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
All: The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
Cantor: The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
All: The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.

Cantor: O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.
SECOND READING
ACTS 8:14-17
th
Reader: A reading from the 8 chapter of Acts.
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had

accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two
went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit
16

(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only

been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John
laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Please stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
rd
Minister: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3 chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning

15

in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,
John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but

16

one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had

21

been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased.”
Minister: The Gospel of the Lord.
SERMON

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS –
Vocalist verses, All refrain

APOSTLE’S CREED
Minister: Let us confess our faith together.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers
Assisting Minister: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we
offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of
creation. . . . . By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church
and send it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus.
Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and
service, that all people know they are precious in God’s
sight. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
You reveal your love and power through water and the
Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from
destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for
all, and protect the land from drought and flood. God of
grace,
All: Hear our prayer.

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise
up leaders who will protect vulnerable people in their care.
Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for
the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this
life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from you by
illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness.
Comfort all who are in need especially those we raise to
you now . . . . . God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another.
Bless those who are newly baptized and those who are
preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship,
worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking.
God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father we give thanks for those celebrating
birthdays this week, including Jane Person, Bud Bonser and
Bev Scheller. God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give
thanks for those you have called by name into your eternal
embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from fear.
God of grace,
All: Hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God,
we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and
faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
All: Amen.
Offering

One Golden Dawn on Jordan’s Bright Sands Adult Choir
Douglas Nolan, Brad Nix

Offertory

Let Us Talents and Tongues. . …

v. 1 & 2

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. . . . God of all creation,
All: All you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
Minister: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Minister: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
Minister: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Minister: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Lord’s Prayer
Minister: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

Communion
We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of
Holy Communion. Those not communing are invited to come
forward for a blessing. For those who would prefer not to have
wine, pre-filled glasses of grape juice are available in the tray.
Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the Pastor.
Please come forward by way of the right hand side and receive the
bread from the pastor and the wine from the assistant.
Minister: The body of Christ given for you.
Assistant: The blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION BLESSING
Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.
PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Almighty God, through this meal you have put
gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring
joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All: Amen
BLESSING
Minister: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
All: Amen.

Dismissal:
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

Fugue in C Major

Dietrich Buxtehude
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Worship Leaders
Minister:
The Reverend Steven C. Claycomb
Lay Minister/Cantor: Sue Butz
Reader:
Bev Streck
Communion Assist:
Organist:
Lynda Chryst
Announcements:
Amanda Balas
Greeters/Ushers:
Bill Smyth, Paula Hallock, Bev Streck
Coffee Hour:
Chris Reeder and Deb Kolb
Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Sandy Haney, Henry
McCool, Ruth Ann Helriegel, Evelyn Seidof, Patty Budin, and
Dumitru David.
2022 Offering Envelopes are available in the Covenant House. If
you can’t find your envelopes please send an email to our treasurer,
Paula Bond chulctreas@gmail.com.
Dinner Group will be meeting on Tuesday, January 11th 2022.
We will be meeting at Cherry Creek Hideaway in Cherry Valley.
Due to limited seating we can only fit the first 25 people that sign
up. R.S.V.P by Sunday, January 9th 2022. Call the office 570-9924085.Dinner group
Enrollment for Ark 2 Preschool opens on January 10th for current
Ark 2 families and any Christ Hamilton members, open enrollment
starts February 1st. The Ark is offering the following classes for the
2022/23 school year: 3s—T, Th 9-12 (child must be 3 by Dec.
2022), Pre-K 4/5s—M, W, F 9-12, Kinder Prep 4/5 T, Th 9-12 (in
tandem with Pre-K provides a 5 day school week), and Mommy &
Me—F 9:30-10:30 ages 1-2, must be accompanied by a guardian).
Call the Ark for more information 570-992-4950 or go to
ark2preschool.com

Committee Sunday after the service TODAY for the following
committees: Christian Education, Hospitality, Pastoral Care &
Genealogy meeting rooms are as follows:
Christian Education—LH room G
Genealogy—CH Genealogy Room
Hospitality—LH Serving Area
Pastoral Care—LH Serving Area

Youth Events
February 4-6th: 30 Hour Famine – thought-provoking Bible
studies, games, inspirational videos, and more — and mash them
all up into an unforgettable retreat of going without food to raise
funds for the hungry. Well work on some local projects during the
retreat to help the hungry and homeless. We’ll also have a doctor
with us to monitor the nutritional status of the teens (and provide
non tasty nutrition for those who need it). There is no cost
associated with this event but are churches are encouraged to raise
money for the hungry. LOOK FOR the white board in the
Covenant House…if the youth can reach a donation of $1,500 they
get to color Pastor Steve’s hair! All donations will go to World
Vision and the homeless mission of St. James Evangelical Church
in Philadelphia.
June 19-25th: Youth Works Mission trip to Charleston, West
Virginia - During a week in Charleston, your group will have the
opportunity to learn firsthand about the people, history and culture
of this city. Serve and build relationships with a variety of people
in Charleston through the Boys & Girls Club, Union Mission and
local senior centers. Partner with a local church through facilitating
children’s programming. During the evenings, worship with a local
congregation and feast with friends old and new at a community
potluck, which almost always includes a famous homemade
cobbler!

