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And the Word became flesh 

and lived among us 



Welcome to Christ Hamilton! Worship is much different now. 

Thank you for joining with us in worship in whatever manner you can. 

If you are at home you can find a print copy of this service available on 

our website at www.christhamilton.org.  Please print a copy of this 

bulletin so you might follow along with the video of our service if 

worshipping at home: share in the responses, sing the hymns, and pray 

the prayers.   

     Know that we are praying for you, our community, nation and 

world as we wander the wilderness this virus has caused us to walk 

together.  Call us and connect with us whenever you need. Office 

hours are Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Visit us on our website: christhamilton.org and check out our 

Facebook page. 

 

Today’s service:  Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies 

the simple message that God is revealed in a human person. 

Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God 

from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is 

that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us 

in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, 

and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we 

receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 

 

 

PRELUDE    Of the Father’s Love Begotten          arr. F. Lopez        

ANNOUNCEMENTS & WELCOME  

 

 

 

http://www.christhamilton.org/


 

   GREETING 
Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

         and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Minister:  Let us pray. . . . Almighty God, you have filled all the earth  

with the light of your incarnate Word.  

By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we  

do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING                                                        JEREMIAH 31:7-14 

Reader: A reading from the 31st chapter of Jeremiah.  
 

      7Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and 

raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, 

“Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 

   8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and 

gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind 

and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great 

company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead 

them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 

which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and 

Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the 

coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from 

hands too strong for him. 12They shall come and sing aloud on the 

height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of 

the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of 

the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, 

and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young 

men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, 

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will give 

the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with 

my bounty. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.      All:  Thanks be to God. 



     The psalm is sung. 

Psalm       Psalm 147:12-20 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Cantor: Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 

                 praise your | God, O Zion, 

All: Who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 

                 and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 

 

Cantor: God has established peace | on your borders 

                  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 

All: God sends out a command | to the earth, 

                  a word that runs | very swiftly.  

 

Cantor: God gives | snow like wool, 

                  scattering | frost like ashes. 

All: God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 

                 Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 

 

Cantor: The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 

                  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 

All: God declares the | word to Jacob, 

                  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 

 

Cantor: The LORD has not done so to any | other nation; 

  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!  

 

 

 



Second Reading      Ephesians 1:3-14 

Reader: A reading from the 1st chapter of Ephesians. 

 
     3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 

to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 

pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved.  

     7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on 

us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery 

of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 

Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in 

him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also 

obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose 

of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 

will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might 

live for the praise of his glory.  

     13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal 

of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance 

toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 

     Please stand for the reading of the Gospel  

 
 



GOSPEL                                                              John 1:10-18 

Minister: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

 
    10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 

but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 

said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the 

only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 

known. 

 

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord.  

 

SERMON  

 

 

 

 



 



NICENE CREED 

Minister: Let us confess our faith together.  

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

      the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

      God from God, Light from Light, 

      true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

      of one Being with the Father;  

           through him all things were made. 

      For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

           was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

           and became truly human. 

       For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

           he suffered death and was buried. 

       On the third day he rose again 

           in accordance with the scriptures;  

           he ascended into heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the   

       dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

        We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,    

             who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

        We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

        We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

        We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

              and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Prayers 

Assisting Minister: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.   

A brief silence. . . .  

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest 

parts of the earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be 

overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with 

goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory.  

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your 

splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from 

coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. 

Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us.  

Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those 

who serve in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of 

their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and 

those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-

off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and 

invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor 

under the weight of pain or sickness especially those we raise to you 

now . . . . Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and 

reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of 

power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to 

honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 



You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have 

died in faith. With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the 

fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift 

these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

All: Amen. 

 

Offering             Breath of Heaven         Debbie Porter     

 

Offertory                                                                                    

 

 



 OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  . . . Blessed are you, 

All:   Lord our God, maker of all things.  

         Through your goodness  

you have blessed us with these gifts.  

        With them we offer ourselves to your service  

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that 

you have made,  

for the sake of him who gave himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface  

Minister: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all  

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

                In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

                And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

Minister: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Communion 

     We invite all baptized Christians to receive the sacrament of 

Holy Communion. Ushers will bring the prepackaged wafer and 

grape juice to you. Please indicate how many will be taking 

communion to the usher and hold out the plate and the usher will 

place the containers on it.  Please open the packet – but do not 

take the wafer or juice until the pastor has indicated in order 

that we might commune together.  

 
 

     The minister shares with the gathered assembly.  

Minster: The body of Christ, given for you. 

   The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION BLESSING 

Minister: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

All:  Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that in    

this bread and cup of Christ’s very life, you give us food for  

our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you brought  

the holy family home again, guide us on the way unfolding  

before us. Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim good  

news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:  Amen. 

BLESSING 

Minister: May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into  

  new and abundant life. 

All: Amen. 

Minister: May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold  

you with love and strength. 

All: Amen. 

Minister: May the Word proclaimed in song bring harmony to our  

world. 

All: Amen. 

Minister: And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son,  

and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you 

always. 

       All: Amen 

 

 

 



 



DISMISSAL 

Assisting Minister: Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 

All:  Let earth receive her King! 

 

POSTLUDE     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!    Arr. M. Weston  
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Worship Leaders 

Minister             Rev. Steven C. Claycomb 

Keyboard  Gail Haydt 

Assistant Minister John Balas 

Reader:  Bonnie Claycomb  

Cantor:  John Balas 

Announcements Dan Courtright 

 

IMPORTANT: At the November council meeting, CHULC 

Council decided NOT TO MOVE into the Lighthouse.  Due to the 

increasing COVID-19 cases and for the safety and health of all our 

members we will remain worshiping OUTSIDE through 

December. We will be also be looking at the updates for Monroe 

County on mycovid app. to track when it might be safe for indoor 

gathering.  

 

Altar arrangement given in honor of Amelia Beth’s birthday, by 

Jim and Kathleen Hinton 

 

Please Remember in Prayer: Gary Kapostas, Sandy Haney, Henry 

McCool, Diane Datesman, Ruth Ann Helriegel, Jim Sargent, Butch 

Herfurth and the family of Ralph Meisse Sr. 

 



2021 Offering Envelopes are available, if you haven’t picked 

yours up yet they are at the greeter table in front of the Lighthouse. 

 

Luminaires if you purchased a Christmas luminaire and would 

like to take it home please get one from the greeter table in front of 

the Lighthouse.  Luminaires that are not taken home will be reused 

again for other church services. 

 

In-Person Sunday School PAUSED: Youth Sunday school will be 

moving to an online format until it is safe for us to meet again in 

person.   

 

Greeter/Lector Opportunities:  If you would like to volunteer to 

greet or read the lessons for one of our church services please call 

the office 570-992-4085.   

 

Medical Equipment Needs?  If you or someone you know are in 

need of a walker, cane, shower seat etc. please call the church 

office.  We have many gently used items of this nature that can be 

utilized by those in need. 

 

Thank you to all the members of my Christ Hamilton 

family.  There were so many cards, prayers, words of 

encouragement, and visits throughout Bob’s illness.  Not to mention 

all the cards and expressions of sympathy since his passing.  It is 

truly a blessing to be a part of such a group of believers.  As 

someone wrote on one of the cards, the most important things are 

the three F’s - Friends, Family, and Faith.  With Love, Kathy 

Conville 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Save-The-Date! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

January 17, 4:30-5:15 free Take-out meal, we will be 
serving ham. Please call the church office with the 

number of meals and your name. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

February 7th, directly following the 9am service in the 
Lighthouse parking lot. 

 
--Annual reports and the newly revised CHULC constitution will be 
available online on January 17.  If you would like a printed report 
please let the office know. 
 
--Any questions/concerns can be directed to our council members 


